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Overview  

I BEC is the em ployer s body which represents the I r ish business com m unity. I n the 

last number of years, Energy policy has become a key issue for all sectors of society, 

especially business. I n response to this, I r ish indust ry has ident if ied Energy as a 

st rategic business issue and the corresponding necessit y for programmes to meet all 

stakeholders

 

requirem ents in a cost -effect ive and environm entally sound manner. 

The business com m unity has and will cont inue to play a posit ive and const ruct ive 

role in the development and implementation of Energy policies, which will bring clear 

benefits to Irish society.   

The I BEC Energy Policy Comm it tee represents a broad cross sect ion of I r ish 

industry, indigenous and m ult inat ional, for whom energy legislat ion and policy is of 

critical importance to their business operations in Ireland.  

The Energy Policy Com mit tee plays a proact ive and posit ive role in ensur ing the 

future of secur it y of supply can be safeguarded in a m anner compat ible with the 

sustainable m anagem ent of resources and cont inued econom ic developm ent and 

does not compromise competitiveness or hinder inward investment.   

The overall aim of the Energy Policy Com m it tee is to support the developm ent of a 

sustainable energy m arket , having regard to the part icular needs of the sm all island 

economy.  

The promot ion of research, developm ent and demonst rat ion in all aspects of energy 

provision and use is of pr im ary im portance to the sustained growth of I reland s 

econom y. I BEC considers this paper an im portant first step in harmonising the 

provision of financial and intellectual supports for innovat ion in the energy sector in 

a simple, transparent and equitable manner.  



 
1 Introduction  

1.1 I BEC would like to thank the Departm ent of Com municat ion Marine and 

Natural Resources for the opportunity to subm it comm ents on this 

consultat ion. I nnovat ion through research, developm ent and dem onst rat ion is 

considered the cornerstone of continued economic growth for Ireland.   

1.2 IBEC believes that the current m echanism of Research, Development and 

Demonstration (RD&D) support lacks coordinated st rategic planning, is 

fragmented between state agencies and is difficult to access.   

1.3 While Sustainable Energy I reland offers grants for renewable energy projects, 

funding for RD&D init iat ives in the wider energy sector are undefined and 

generally react ive/ short term in nature. Accordingly, a strategic harmonising 

st ructure is required facilitating enhanced coordinat ion and support . This new 

approach m ust be consistent , sim ple, equitable and t ransparent in nature and 

must link readily with existing State funding bodies.  

1.4 A significant part of governm ent policy aim s to increase the am ount of pr ivate 

sector RD&D undertaken in I reland. This is an im portant elem ent in ensur ing 

that I reland cont inues to com pete in a global econom y where, increasingly, 

com pet it ive advantage will be m aintained by operat ing at the highest level of 

value added activity.  

1.5 Expenditure on R&D has increased dram at ically over the last 10-15 years, as 

has the num ber of R&D perform ers. Coupled with the increased spend by 

indust ry, Governm ent policy and funding has played a m ajor part in achieving 

this.  

1.6 Am bit ious targets have been set by Governm ent based on the Lisbon st rategy.  

I BEC supports these targets and is working with Governm ent in order to 

increase Business investm ent in R&D from 917 m illion in 2001 to 2.5 billion 

in 2010 (1.7% of GNP) .  I BEC is of the view that it is crucial for all relevant 

stakeholders to be involved in the developm ent and im plem entat ion of 

strategies for achieving this target.  

1.7 On this basis, I BEC welcom es this init iat ive from the Dept of Com m unicat ions 

Marine and Natural Resources (DCMNR) and believes if adequate support and 

st ructure is put in place, RD&D within the Energy sector could be at least 



 
doubled by 2010. I t is v ital however that this init iat ive is part of the overall 

Science I nnovat ion and Technology governance st ructure and feeds into both 

the Cabinet Sub Com m it tee and the I nterdepartm ental Comm it tee. I BEC is 

aware that an im plem entat ion plan to achieve the RD&D targets is currently 

being drafted by the I nterdepartm ental com m it tee. This plan will provide an 

RD&D roadm ap for the count ry, and it is v ital that any RD&D initiative 

emanating from DCMNR is part of this overall Implementation Plan.  

1.8 IBEC supports DCMNR in it s approach and would like to m ake the following 

com m ents under the headings: I nst itut ional and Governance Opt ions, All 

I sland Approach, EU Perspect ive, Environm ental Perspect ive, Funding and 

Project Focus.   

2 Institutional and Governance Options  

2.1 A key failing in Energy RD&D is the short fall in st rategic planning, the lack of 

coordinat ion between supported projects and the fragm ented nature of 

funding provided. IBEC welcom es proposals for an energy research council 

which it believes should act as an umbrella group to: 

 

draw together the resources of all agencies at National, EU and 

International level 

 

identify priority areas in energy research  

 

award funding for priority research projects 

 

establish st rategic planning for support of both long and short term 

projects 

 

represent Irish interests at EU and international level.  

2.2 I n order for such a group to operate to it s m axim um potent ial it is essent ial 

that all stakeholders, including indust ry, are appropr iately represented. 

Furthermore, the swift establishment of this body should be prioritised.  

2.3 Regarding adm inist rat ive support for the Group, I BEC recomm ends that the 

selected body should have a focus on all facets of research in the energy 

sector not on any one particular area.     



 
3 All Island Approach  

3.1 The Com m ission for Energy Regulat ion and the Northern I reland Authority for 

Energy Regulat ions are present ly defining detailed rules for the establishm ent 

of an all island energy m arket . The promot ion of RD&D should take place in a 

similar context with synergies North and South developed where appropriate.  

4 EU Perspective  

4.1 For m any I r ish companies RD&D supports in a European context have to date 

proven com plex and inaccessible. I n order to sim plify the applicat ion process, 

the Research Council should act as a facilitator assist ing companies in gaining 

access to the supports offered and link companies involved in sim ilar research 

activities.   

5 Environmental Perspective  

5.1 I r ish Business is fully com m it ted to the principles of sustainable development. 

The Kyoto Protocol and resulting carbon const raints will have significant 

im plicat ions for I reland s com pet it iveness unless checked by innovat ive 

techniques to im prove energy intensity. The promot ion of research and 

developm ent in the energy sector and the goals of environm ental protect ion 

are inext r icably linked. Accordingly, RD&D funding m ust also consider 

innovative energy-environm ent related projects focused on im proved 

technologies.  

6 Funding  

6.1 As highlighted in the consultat ion there are a num ber of fragm ented funding 

programmes current ly available which are awarded on an ad-hoc basis. The 

establishm ent of an energy research council provides a vehicle to draw these 

disparate funds together. The convergence of these financial resources should 

also include those available from EU and International sources.  

6.2 The consultat ion also m ent ions the addit ion of public financing to the exist ing 

funds, however, there is no clear indicat ion as to a total budget . The init ial 

funct ion of the research council should involve the clear ident if icat ion of 

exist ing funds available and the project ion of an appropriate budget for the 

funding of both long-term and short term projects. 



  
7 Project Focus  

7.1 I n defining and assessing projects suitable for RD&D funding it is im perat ive 

that the Research Council consider projects of varying scale, time- fram es and 

should incorporate prim ary and applied research including dem onst rat ion 

projects.   

7.2 As highlighted earlier , current ad hoc funding tends to be react ive and short -

term . Many projects in the energy sector require a long- term focus thus 

requiring a long- term support mechanism.   

7.3 I n addit ion, projects of varying scale m ust be considered from large scale 

indust r ial init iat ives to sm aller scale research programmes. Support should 

also be available to academ ia to encourage studies in energy-related 

disciplines at both graduate and undergraduate levels.   

8 Conclusion  

8.1 I BEC welcom es this consultat ion and supports the proposed establishm ent of 

an Energy Research Group which represents all appropriate stakeholders. The 

prim ary object ives of such a group should include the com bining of all current 

supports of RD&D at Nat ional, EU and I nternat ional level; st rategic planning 

for support m echanism s; and evaluat ion and apport ioning of grant aid to 

projects. The group should work within the current Science I nnovat ion and 

Technology governance st ructure with a focus on all facets of the energy 

sector. Synergies should be sought between companies (all island, EU, 

Internat ional) and should vary in scale from sm all to large and span short to 

long term projects. Business looks forward to working with the Departm ent Of 

Com municat ion, Marine and Natural resources in achieving the goal set out in 

this consultat ion and looks forward to part icipat ion in the proposed Energy 

Research Group. 


