Mary Rabitte,
Elm House,
Earlsvale Road,
Cavan.
Co.Cavan

Dear Mary,

Under the FOI act we wish to make the following request of the Department of
Commmunications Energy and Natural Resources:

"What is the percentage of biofuel produced or imported relative to
the quantity of biofuel on which excise relief was allocated for each company
granted excise relief under Biofuel Scheme 1 and Biofuel scheme 2 from the date
both schemes commenced.” :
This data is requested based on the 6 month reviews administered by the
Dept to date on both schemes. It is not necessary to release the identity of any
of the companys involved, merely an anonymous list alongside the requested
percentages. For example in the case of MOT biofuel scheme 1 the list might
be :

15! 8 month review: ' -

it ST

FOI LT

Company A 3% CAVAN
Company B 25%
Company C  100% 2 2 APR 2009

nd — DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS,
2™ 6 month review: ENERGY & NATURAL RESOURCES
ROINN CUMARSAIDE, FUINNIMH
AGUS ACMHAINNG RIADURTHA

o 2 ALV L T

Company A 2%
Company B 35%
Company C 100%

This request protects the ident'ity, reputation and any data that may be commercially
sensitive of the companies involved yet allows for an indication of individual progress
made on both schemes.

Please find the FOI fee of 15 euro attached.

Yours sincerely,




o

27 Department of Communications. Energy and Natural Resources
» Roinn Cumarsaide, Fuinnimh agus Aembhainni Nadurtha

23/04,2009

¥OI Request Reference: FOL/2009/11

I refer to your FOI request under Section 7 of the Freedom of [nformation Acts, 1997 and 2003, received m
this office on 22/04/2009 requesting records regarding Biofuel Scheme [ and Biofuel Scherne 2. The
application was received along with the associated fee.

The officer handling your request witl be Ms Geraldine Luddy, Renewable & Sustainable Energy Divisipn,
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, 20-31 Adelaide Road, Dublin 2. Geraldine
can be contacted on 016783215

You can expect to receive your decision by the 20/05/2009.

If you have not received a decision by that time, you are automatically entitled to appeal lo the Department
for a review of the matter. This review proceeds on the legal basis that the initial request is considered to be
refused once the specified time for responding to it has expired. A request for a review should be addressed
to the undersigned at the address shown.

Please note the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has a policy of posting a
summary of non-personal requests and decisions on the Departments website for refersnce purposes.

Yours sincerely,

<
Carmel Cosgrove C

FCGI Unit

Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
Elm House,

Farlsvale Rd

Cavan

Fhone: 01 6782902




Department of Communications,

An Rainn Cumarsaide,
Energy and patural Resources,

Fuinnimh agus Acmhainni Naduartha .
Baile Atha Cliath 2. Dublin 2.

Cur Ref: FOI/2009/11

F8th Mey 2009

[ wish to refer to the request which you made under the Freedonm of Information Acts
1697 - 2003 for infonmation relating to the Biofuels Mineral Oil Tax Reliet Schemes.

With regard o dara on biofuels preduced under the Mineral Ol Tax Reliet Schemes,
this Departnent ransposes information on production volumes from the six monthly
reports 1o a microsoft excel spreadsheet relating to both Schemes. [n the six monthly
reports made to this Depariment by the project promoters, they advise vs of the
amount of biofuel on which excise relief was claimed for a particular period and we
use these figures as our basis for how much biofuel is placed on the market at a grven
time under the schemes.

Any Information we release i1 relation to production figures under the schemes ts
given out on the basis of either a gencral overall production figure or an overall
production figure per category. We do not release production tigures for specific
projects as this infermation is considered to be commercially sensitive and 15 used by
individuals 1o claim exase reliet from the Revenue Commissioners. [t s considered
that as there are only 18 successful applicants overall in the Biofuels MOTR Schemes
it would not he appropriate to release information on individuzl companes on an
anonymised basis because of the himited number of companies involved. '

The specific nfonnauon you requested has beer compiled in wble format from
extracting information from the overall spreadsheet of production figures which we
have. Tlus tabie shows the percentage of bofuels produced relative 1o the quannty of
biofuel on which excise rehef was allocated per overall category under Schames Land
Il for the respective sixomaonth reporting periods for these schemies.

Wath revard w Scheme | the reporting penods are six monthly trom August 2005 w0
fanuary 2006, Febreary 2006 w July 20006, August 2006 w January 2007 and
February 2007 to July 2007,

2331 Adula.idu Road, Dublla 2 Telephona:+ 3533 1 782000 Email: @ www.dsenr.gov.ie
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With regard to Scheme [T the reporting periods covered are six monthly from end
November 2006 o May 2007, Fune 2007 1o November 2007, December 2007 ra May
2008 crd Jure 2008 10 November 20048,

[ have made a tinal decision to part grant vour request of 21 Apni 2009 on the
grounds that some ot the information 18 held w0 be commercially sensitive and was
provided 1o this Department in confidence. The purpose of this Tetter 15 o clanfy that
decision. This clarification has the following parts:

I. a schedule of the recards covered by vour reguest;

2. an explanation of the relevant findings concerning the records 10 which access
15 dened, and '

3. a statement of how yvou can appeal this decision should vou wish w do so.

This letter addresses cach of these three parts in turn.
1. Schedule of records

A schedule of the relevant records is attached to this letter. It shows the documents
that this Department considers relevant to your request. [t describes the documents
and refers to the section of the FOL Act whuch apphes 1o prevent releasc,

The schedule alse provides brief reasons for the decision which are meant to
supplement the fuller and more detailed explanation given under heading 2 below.

2. Findings, particulars and reasons {for decisions to deny access

The sections of the Act which can apply to deny access to documents arc known as 13
exemplion provisions.

Information relating to production figures which 1s provided i the six monthly
progress reports by project promoters is transposed by this Department to an execl
spreadsheet. We de not release detzails of the amount of biofucl produced by any
mdividual project promoter under the schemes, cven on an anonymous basis. All
informancn we release relating to production figures is mven cither on an overall
production basts or on a cwmnulative basis under cach category.

Record numbers 1 and 2 relate 10 vour FOI request. We do not reicase detatis of the
production figures for speciiie projects submitted by any of the successful companies
involved merther the MOT Reliet Scheme 1 or 11 as this information 15 constdered o
be commeraially sensitive as 1t is used by individuals to claim excise reliel fom the
Revenoe Commissioners on the hiofuels being produced. Tt s aiso considered that
disclosare of such intormation could prejudice the conduct or outcome of contractual
or other negotiabons of the successful project promoters The internmation wis
provided o this Department 1ia confidence on the hasis that 1t would no berevealed w
other narues.




3. Rights of appeal

The Freedom of Infonmation Act provides the right to appeal a decision taken under
the Act within 4 weeks of the imitial decision. Should you wish o make such an
eppeal. you can do so by writing to Mr Frank O'Brien, Freedom of Information Lmit,
Department of Commumcations, Energy and Natural Resources. Hlm House.
Earisvale Rd. Cavan. Please note that there 1s a charge for all appeals of FO! requesty
which 18 currently €75 or €25 for medical card holders. The appeal will ivolve
complete recconsideration of the matter by a more ‘sernior member of swff of this
Department.

Yours sincerelv

GHo

Geraldine Luddy
Sustainable and Renewable Energy Division
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