Our Ref:  FOI/91/2004

28th October 2004

Mr. Harry Mc Gee,

Political Editor,

The Irish Examiner,

Press Gallery,

Leinster House,

Dublin 2

Dear Mr Mc Gee,

I refer to the request, which you made under the Freedom of Information Act, 2003 for access to records held by this Department.

A final decision was made on your request by me on 28th October 2004.

I have decided to grant your request and to release the record concerned with some deletions.  The record being released is enclosed herewith.

The purpose of this letter is to explain my decision.  The explanation has the following parts:

1. A schedule of the records covered by your request;

2. Concerning sections of the record to which access is denied, the giving of the relevant findings, particulars and reasons for the decisions; and

3.
      A statement of how you can appeal this decision should you wish to do so.

This letter addresses each of these three parts in turn.

1. Schedule of Records:

Description of Record:

Introductory Brief for Mr Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Communications Marine and Natural Resources, 29 September 2004 (101 pages). (An identical document was prepared for Minister of State, Pat The Cope Gallagher)


2. Details of Decision:

Your request has been granted with the exception of the following Sections:

	Sections of record to be withheld: Pages:
	Basis of refusal:

Section of Act:

	5
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”

	11, 12, 13
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”

	43
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”

	47
	27 (b) “Commercially sensitive information”

	48
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”

	48
	28 (5B) involves “the disclosure of personal information relating to an individual or individuals other than the requester”.

	52
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”

	53
	28 (5B) involves “the disclosure of personal information relating to an individual or individuals other than the requester”.

	55
	27 (b) “Commercially sensitive information”

	56
	28 (5B) involves “the disclosure of personal information relating to an individual or individuals other than the requester”.

	73
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”

	81
	28 (5B) involves “the disclosure of personal information relating to an individual or individuals other than the requester”.

	92
	20 (1) (a) “matter relating to the deliberative processes of a public body”


3.
Right of Appeal

You may appeal this decision to Mr John Wynne, FOI Unit, Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2.  To appeal, you need only write to Mr Wynne referring to this decision and quoting Ref. No. FOI/91/2004.  You must make your appeal within 4 weeks of receiving this letter (the making of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate circumstances).  The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of staff of this Department. A fee of €75 must accompany an application for an appeal.

Yours sincerely

Jim O’Donnell

Strategic Change & Modernisation Division

Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources

Leeson Lane

Dublin 2

Tel:  6782350

