2 July, 2004.

Our Reference Number: FOI/29/2004

Mr. Eamonn Quinn, 

Sunday Business Post, 

80 Harcourt Street, 

Dublin 2.

Dear Mr. Quinn,

I refer to my letter of 1 July, 2004 and the request, which you made under the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003 (the FOI Acts) for access to records held by this Department on correspondence in the Department with outside groups and individuals relating to the Communications (Regulation) Act, 2002 from June 2001 through June, 2002.

Your request has been part-granted and the purpose of this letter is to explain my decision and to enclose the following:

· A schedule of all of the records discovered relating to your request. 

· Copies of the records to which access is granted or part granted.

Schedule of records

The schedule shows the documents that this Department considers relevant to your request, describes each document, and indicates whether the document is released in full, released with deletions (partially released) or not released.  Documents with deletions are a mix of material, some of which can be released, and some of which is withheld under the FOI Acts.  For documents noted as partially released, the schedule refers to the sections of the FOI Acts, which apply to prevent release.  The records described as released in full or partially released are enclosed for you to review. 

Findings, particulars and reasons for decisions to deny access

The sections of the Act that can apply to deny access to documents are known as 'exemption provisions'.  You will note from the schedule that the majority of the documents being withheld or part withheld, fall under Sections 19(1)(c), 22(1)(a), and Section 46(1)(b).  These sections provide for exemption on the grounds that the material relates to meetings of the Government, attach legal and professional privilege or relate to correspondence with the Office of the Attorney General. 

Rights of appeal

Again, I wish to advise you that if for any reason you are not satisfied with the outcome of your request, you are entitled to seek a review of the case by appealing the decision to this Department's FOI Internal Review Board.  To appeal, you need only write to Mr. John Wynne, FOI Unit, Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, Leeson Lane, Leeson Street, Dublin 2.  You must make your appeal within 4 weeks of receiving this letter, but the making of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate circumstances.  The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this body. Please note the new FOI charges, which came into being on the 7th July 2003: - the application fee for an appeal is currently €75 and a reduced fee of €25 applies if you are covered by a medical card.
Yours sincerely,

_____________________

Catherine McDonald

Communications (Regulation & Postal) Division

