APPENDIX B

Conditions attaching to pipeline consent


Technical

1. Prior to installation operations, the Minister’s consent to install and commission is obtained in accordance with the requirements of Part 7 of the Rules and Procedures Manual for Offshore Petroleum Production Operations.

2. The pipeline route is to be fixed near inhabited buildings to ensure that a minimum proximity distance of 70 metres is achieved.

3. The Onshore Pipeline Quantified Risk Assessment is to include:

· an assessment of the effect of leaks from valves and small bore

· pipework at the beach valve station, and 

· justification for the use of a 0.72 design factor at road           crossings and will be subject to review and acceptance by PAD prior to pipeline installation.

4. The line inspection and maintenance procedures will be subject to review and acceptance by PAD prior to commissioning.

5. To ensure that hooking of trawl boards does not occur, the maximum allowable span height for the offshore section of the export pipeline is 0.57 metres.  Where a line inspection shows a span height exceeding the maximum allowable, appropriate rectifying action will be taken within 8 months.

6. To ensure that liquid slugs can be safely accommodated in the onshore piping, additional transient analysis is to be undertaken and will be subject to review and acceptance by PAD prior to pipeline installation.

7. The pipeline section from KP 0 to KP 25 will be visually inspected during the first few days of operation, when it is operating at its maximum temperature, to ensure that any pipeline lateral movement as a result of buckling has not left the pipeline exposed with excessive spans.

8. The proposed measures for mitigating upheaval buckling of the flexible in-field flowlines should be subject to review and approval by PAD.  The proposals are to be submitted at least 6 months prior to installation of the lines.

9. In order to minimise the potential for damage to the untrenched umbilical from trawl gear, the length of time between umbilical laying and trenching will be as short as possible and monitoring vessels will be used during the intervening period to warn all fishing vessels approaching the area. 
10. The Pipeline Integrity Philosophy document, the hydrotest/pre-commissioning procedures and the Terminal Quantified Risk Assessment will be subject to review and acceptance by PAD prior to commissioning.


Environmental Conditions

    11.
Prior to the commencement of works, an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) shall be drawn up for the approval of the Minister (subject to such modifications, if any, as he may deem appropriate).  

The Environmental Management Plan shall provide detailed construction methodology and shall further consider all potential and predicted impacts and how they shall be managed, the mitigation and control measures and how they shall be implemented as well as monitoring proposed.

 The EMP shall also give details of the targets for emissions and the measures to be undertaken to ensure that the targets are met in light of construction and operational requirements.  The Plan shall address, separately, both the construction aspects and the operational aspects and should, as a minimum, include:

i. Traffic management – both onshore and offshore;

ii. Noise control procedures;

iii. Dust control procedures;

iv. Land/landfall restoration plan;

v. Waste management plan;

vi. Oil spill control plan; and

vii. Environmental emergency procedures and contingency plans.

Other issues identified in other recommendations below and in the main body of the MLVC Report shall also be included in the EMP and submitted to the Minister for his approval.  Any subsequent change proposed to the EMP will require the Minister’s approval.

12. Prior to construction commencing, the developer shall provide, to the satisfaction of the Minister, details of Monitoring Programmes to be undertaken.  The proposed monitoring plans shall be submitted prior to the commencement of each specific phase of construction.

Detailed monitoring programmes shall be submitted for the approval of the Minister in respect of the following activities:

i.
operations at the wellhead;

ii.
impact of the pipeline on seabed conditions and benthos along the pipeline route;

iii.
impact of the pipeline on the route of the pipeline onshore, including landfall;

iv.
impact of the pipeline on the sediments and biota of Sruwaddacon Bay; and

v.
impact of the discharge from the outfall pipe on water chemistry sediments and biota.

13
The Minister, in consultation with Mayo County Council, will establish an Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG) charged with monitoring development during all stages of construction and development and with ensuring adherence to the approved EMP.  The EMG will include representatives of:

· Department of the Marine and Natural Resources;

· Mayo County Council;

· EEI;

· Dúchas;

· NWRFB; and

· Local fishing interests and local residents.

The expenses of the Group, including all reasonable travel and subsistence costs incurred by members, shall be met by the developer.

14
The outfall point of the discharge pipeline shall be located outside the cSAC, not closer than 12 kilometres from the landfall site.

A benthic survey of the area at the discharge location shall be carried out by the developer, in agreement with the Marine Institute, prior to the commencement of discharges. 

15
The pipeline shall be trenched along its entire length, where the geology allows, unless the developer submits evidence, to the satisfaction of the Minister, that demersal trawling can safely proceed over unburied sections of the pipeline without risk to fishing vessels or fishing gear. 

16.
The methodology of pipelaying within Broadhaven Bay, at the landfall and between the landfall and the Terminal shall be agreed with the Department before commencement of construction.  The methodology shall be developed in full consultation with Dúchas to ensure that it meets its requirements for the protection of habitats and species.

Works or measures which would significantly adversely impact upon protected species shall be avoided.

17
Construction in the nearshore, the landfall and subsequent terrestrial routes for the pipeline to the Terminal shall consider particular periods of sensitivity of birds, fish and wild mammals. 

The developer shall prepare a detailed Construction Constraints Schedule demonstrating compliance with the ecological sensitivities. This shall include details of the timing of construction works and protection measures for each of the protected species concerned. The construction methodology and timing shall be agreed with Dúchas and shall be included as part of the Environmental Management Plan. 

The status of protected species at all construction sites shall be ascertained by survey.  In the event that any such species are found, the developer shall notify Dúchas and agree to comply with the requirements of that body under relevant legislation including EU Birds and Habitats Directives and national legislation.

Any nests located on site prior to the construction period shall be marked and workers shall be informed of the presence of nesting species so that these birds are not disturbed.

The timing and methodology of any additional survey work to be carried out shall be with the prior approval of Dúchas.  During the construction of the pipeline and Terminal, the developer shall maintain contact with the Development Applications Unit of Dúchas and comply with all requirements of Dúchas made in the exercise of its statutory functions in relation to activities along the route of the pipeline or otherwise in connection with this project.

18.
The Erris Inshore Fishermen’s Association and the Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation shall be informed of all developments and the Fisheries Liaison Officer posts, established by EEI, shall be maintained for the duration of works between the wellhead and the landfall.

19
The developer shall undertake additional traffic studies and submit a Traffic Management Plan for approval by Mayo County Council for the management of construction traffic associated with pipeline and landfall construction activities. This plan shall also address emergency access for emergency response vehicles.

The developer shall submit, for the information of the Minister, a copy of the Traffic Management Plan as approved by Mayo County Council together with evidence of the acceptance of the plan by Mayo County Council.  

Construction traffic management shall be such as to avoid peak hours and particularly those hours when children will be likely to be going to or from school.

20
Immediately prior to and during construction, monitoring of suspended sediment loads in local surface water bodies shall be provided in respect of each work area, and in particular Sruwaddacon Bay.

21.
A monitoring programme for juvenile salmonid densities in the water courses adjoining the Terminal site shall be produced and agreed with the North Western Regional Fisheries Board and the Marine Institute and that the programme should utilise the monitoring stations used in previous surveys. 

Monitoring (electro-fishing surveys) shall be carried out in salmonid fisheries sites through, and for a period of 2 years following construction, in order that the success of mitigation measures be assessed and reported on to the Minister.

Construction works involving crossings of watercourses shall be carried out only during the timeframe to be agreed with Dúchas so as to reduce potential impacts on salmonid migrations.  

Visual monitoring of redd abundance shall be carried out as part of the ongoing monitoring programme on the salmonid spawning success and distribution within the catchment.

22.
Particular regard shall be had for the impacts of noise on properties within 100 metres of the working area and, prior to work commencing, details of the expected impacts shall be provided to the Minister and to residents affected, and such details shall indicate, for the information of the residents, comparative information to assist in assessing the impact of the noise.  Meteorological considerations shall be taken into account and presented as part of the report.

Duration, likely frequency and noise associated with flaring of both the HP and LP flares shall be kept to a minimum in accordance with best industry practice.

23
 Information on the location of wells along the pipeline route and in the area of the Terminal shall be provided, together with a statement outlining the impacts that may be expected on each and mitigation measures should be proposed.

24
The developer shall be required to keep all construction sites and subsequent operational sites neat and tidy at all times.
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