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I made many of the submissions below at the Public Consultation on 12 October 2005. This is now the electronic version of that submission. Point 20 below is new and needs to be addressed. Thank you for your help.

Gerard Mc Donnell

I would like to make the following submissions to the two-day public consultation hearing relating to the Corrib Gas Project. I am making these submissions by virtue of the following:

· I come from Aughoose where my parents live, approximately 2km from the proposed terminal site and about 1.5km from where the upstream pipeline is being proposed. My grandmother originated from Rossport and was Bridget Corduff

· I am building a house and am setting up an office for my company in Glengad which is where the landfall site is located

· I am Chairman of the Dooncarton Landslide Committee, a group of residents who came together in 2003 when landslides occurred on Dooncarton Hill in Glengad 

· I am a community representative on two monitoring groups of the Shell Corrib Project: the Project Monitoring Committee (PMC), dealing with the proposed terminal, and the Environmental Monitoring Group (EMG), dealing with the upshore pipeline area

These submissions are based on my own personal experiences in relation to this project as well as feedback and input I have also received from people in the parish and in Erris in general. I am making these submissions here in a purely personal capacity and not in any of the other roles I currently have in Erris. Most of the submissions below are for Advantica to consider in their safety audit report. Others are for the Technical Advisory Group to bring to the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources.

1. I call on Advantica to carry out a comparison between the options of an on-shore facility as opposed to an offshore facility and determine which option is the better one. Furthermore I ask that a recommendation be put into the report or be made by the Minister that Shell explains clearly why the offshore option is not for them the better option.

2. I call on Advantica in their safety audit report to recommend moving the pipeline further away from houses in Rossport than where it is currently proposed. The pipeline should be placed at least two hundred metres away from each house. This is in the interest of improving local confidence in the pipeline and enhancing the security of the local residents living near the pipe.

3. The pipeline should be moved away from areas of land in Rossport that could in the future be developed for housing (this is in the areas of Leanveney and up to and including Gob a tSalín and Gortachreagher).

4. I call on the recommendation to be made in the safety audit that the gas bar level or speed of gas in the pipeline should be at the same level of gas which flows through a Bórd Gais pipeline.

5. I call on Advantica to assess the risk levels of the pipeline in the event of a rupture, breakage or leak in the pipeline. What is the likelihood of an explosion ever happening? What would happen in the case of an explosion? What effect would an explosion have on the immediate area of the pipeline and beyond?  

6. I call for stop (fail-safe) valves to be placed in the pipe at least every 100 metres of the entire pipeline length from the landfall area in Glengad to the proposed terminal location - should a leak occur all valves would operate automatically to shut down the pipeline and contain any leaking gas to a length of pipeline of 100 metres.

7. Advantica must also determine in their report and stand over this determination that the pipeline proposed by Shell and its partners is of the highest and latest technology available in the world today. If it determines it is not the best they must clearly lay down what is better and demand that this be used for the entire upstream pipe.

8. Shell must be required to clearly explain the pipeline, and in particular its composition and the material it is made up of, to each resident from Glengad to Rossport to Pullathomas, Aughoose, Gortacreagher, Leenamore – the villages and people who live along or near the pipeline route. 

9. Advantica must also determine if the proposed method of laying the pipeline and associated material is sufficient to maintain stability of the pipeline throughout the entire route. This is particularly important in the areas where the pipeline is going through bog land. Are their adequate proposals in place for this pipeline which is being laid in bog land? Bog land is not stable material and moving bog could cause the pipe to move. 

10. I call on the recommendation to be made to lay the pipeline deeper in the ground than what is currently proposed to further enhance the safety of the pipeline. It should be at least two metres deep.

11. In the event of the pipeline being given the go-ahead any temporary or proposed permanent compounds which need to be set up must have proper planning permission or have at the very least a legal opinion from the planning authorities, Mayo Co. Council and/or An Bórd Pleanala that planning permission is not required. Local people in the areas of the proposed compound should have the opportunity to make submissions and/or lodge objections to the planning applications.

12. I call on Advantica to make a determination as to what the loss in value to houses and property will be in Rossport and all other villages surrounding the pipeline should the pipeline be laid. The resulting loss in value to these properties and lands should then be compensated by Shell and its partners to the owners. The compensation which has, to date, been paid to some land-owners by Shell and its partners, does not, in my opinion, genuinely reflect the loss in value of houses and land on the open market today. 

13. I call on Advantica and TAG to make a full presentation of its findings and its final report to all the residents who are living along the pipeline route from Glengad to Rossport to Gortacreagher as well as the villages on the other side of the bay, Barrnacellew, Pullathomas, Aughoose and Leenamore. 

14. A proper and well-functioning traffic management plan is absolutely crucial for Aughoose, Pullathomas, Glengad, Rossport and Glenamoy. One already exists for the roads leading from the Terminal site and up to Shramore near Bangor-Erris. Several lay-bys will need to be built to ensure smooth and uninterrupted flow of traffic in the area, particularly Glengad and Rossport. There is only one road leading into Rossport and any moving trucks without the provision of lay-bys and wider roads will cause a danger in the case of emergencies such as, for example, ambulances or other emergency traffic moving into or out of Rossport. 

15. Shell and its partners must compensate homeowners who experience structural damage to their houses as a result of the movement of heavy goods such as pipes and containers being transported on local roads which cannot cope with such heavy roads. The roads where Gate 2 of the terminal is located down to Aughoose and further back to Glengad as well as roads in Rossport need attention in parts due to previous traffic movements as a result of the Corrib Gas Project.

16. The Irish State in the form, for example, of a government department such as the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources or a state agency must take full responsibility for the pipe. At the moment there seems to be a lack of responsibility or liability with regard to ‘ownership’ of the pipe once it is in place. The Department or Agency must be held liable for the pipe during its entire lifetime. It should hire independent engineers to constantly carry out visits of the pipeline to monitor it and conduct checks of the pipe and report back to the Government or State Agency should it find any abnormalities. Its task will also be to make sure that the pipeline is being maintained to the highest standards and that there is no corrosion or leaks occurring.

17. A thorough explanation should be made to the people of the parish of Kilcommon-Erris and of Erris in general on how the compulsory acquisition orders for the pipeline in Glengad, Rossport, Gortachreagher and Leenamore were established. Also an explanation should be given by the Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources on why the compulsory acquisition process of land in Glengad, Rossport, Gortachreagher and Leenamore was handed over to Shell in the first instance. In other projects such as road building such processes would be the remit of the local authority where the road is being built or the NRA, the National Roads Authority, and not the contractor building the road. It needs to be explained clearly why this was done differently here. The local people living along the route should have had the opportunity to make submissions and lodge appeals.

18. I call on the Technical Advisory Group to make recommendations to the Minister to call on the developer to extend the outlay pipe well beyond where it is now envisaged. I fear the risk of the material which is being cleaned from the gas at Ballinaboy coming back out through the outlay pipe will flow into Broadhaven Bay where it would remain. The outlay point is too close to Broadhaven Bay. This material should be brought back out to the well where it came from. This would guarantee that the bay and surrounding sea area is not compromised.

19. I call on Advantica and the Technical Advisory Group to make recommendations in its report for Shell to undertake a major investment programme in the local community of the Parish of Kilcommon-Erris. This investment should be to significantly increase the existing Corrib Gas Fund. I propose that the fund begins with an input of EUR 20 million and should be contributed to by Shell to the tune of EUR 1 million a year over the lifetime of the Corrib Gas Project. This fund must then be used exclusively for social, community, education and infrastructure-based projects in the parish of Kilcommon-Erris. The Parish of Kilcommon-Erris will be taking the brunt of this project and as a region should be compensated accordingly. 

20. When Advantica’s draft report is ready in November I ask that this report be made available to all houses in the direct and near vicinity of the proposed pipeline route. This would mean delivering a copy (paper version) of the report to each and every house in the following villages: Glengad, Barrnacellew, Pullathomas, Aughoose, Leenamore, Ballinaboy, Bunowna, Gortachreagher and all houses in Rossport. One copy per household is all that would be required. A stamped addressed envelope (or freepost envelope) should also be included with each report to encourage people to make submissions on the findings and recommendations of the report. This I believe would mean greater transparency in the whole review process as well as providing more feedback from as many directly affected people as possible.
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