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Submission by

 the Institute of Geologists of Ireland

 to 

the Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources

on

Updating and Restating the Minerals Development Acts 1940 - 1999

The Institute of Geologists of Ireland is the self-regulatory body for the professional certification of geologists in Ireland. Membership is drawn from all sectors of geoscience practice, including hydrocarbon and mineral exploration and development, engineering and environmental geology, hydrogeology, academia, government service and regulatory agencies.

The IGI welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Minerals Development Acts. We would also refer you to our previous submissions on the DCMNR strategy.

Minerals Exploration and Development

The IGI welcomes the Department’s commitment to a sustainable minerals policy. Both the Exploration and Mining Division, as the regulator, and the Geological Survey of Ireland, as a knowledge and information service organisation, provide essential support to the sector.  

The Exploration and Mining Division of the Department and the Geological Survey of Ireland hold archived exploration data within their Open File systems. Significant initiatives have been taken recently to make these data sets easier to access, and this progress needs to be maintained. 

An effort should be made to make the new legislation less cumbersome and more user-friendly with an emphasis on clarity and transparency. For example, Ancillary Rights Licences, Unworked Minerals Licences, State Acquired Minerals Licences and State Mining Permissions all need clearer definition, and if possible the number of different licences and leases should be streamlined.

Where journals or records, such as geological maps or borehole logs, are required by the Minister, there should be a requirement for these to be signed off by a professionally qualified person.

We suggest that at least one member of the Mining Board should be a professionally qualified geologist, mining engineer or mineral surveyor with relevant experience.

We suggest that the Bill should address the desirability of ensuring the optimal integration of the various permitting procedures - Licensing/leasing (DCMNR); Planning (local authority/Bord Pleanala); and Environmental (EPA). We appreciate that, in recent times, the various permitting bodies have, in fact, worked closely together, as far as possible, to co-ordinate the procedures. We suggest that the Department should consider how such co-ordination could be improved and built into the legislation. 

Development of Geothermal Energy

In Europe the exploitation of medium to deep geothermal energy is rapidly developing. In Germany, for example, it is regulated within their mineral licencing system and it may be appropriate to examine this and to see whether it is relevant to the Irish situation. 

Data acquisition & release, etc.

The IGI welcomes the Department’s commitment and support to a diverse and relevant Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI). In relation to Minerals Development, it is essential that the activities of the Exploration and Mining Division and the Geological Survey of Ireland should complement one another. A Geological Survey of Ireland Bill has been in preparation for some time. It would seem to be opportune for the two bills to be drafted so as to ensure optimal complementarity between the two divisions, particularly in the areas of data acquisition, data archiving and data release. It will be vital to the continuing vitality of the minerals industry in Ireland that exploration companies should be facilitated in gaining access to relevant data. The planned decentralisation of EMD and GSI to Cavan will increase the importance of ensuring easy remote access to well-organised data sets.

It is also emphasised that much of the data acquired during mineral exploration and development is also of great value in other spheres of activity, such as infrastructural development and environmental protection. This adds importance to the need for maximum accessibility of geological data, subject of course to the need for commercial confidentiality in respect of ongoing projects.

Further Information
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