A Chairde,

I wishh to make the following submissions in this matter.

 I feel that the Minister should give the go-ahead for the pipeline as planned. Following report ordered by the Department and carried out by a very reputable firm, Advantica, I fel that this pipeline conforms to the highest standards and meets best international practice. The report recommended that  pipeline pressure be reduced from 150 to 145 bar, and this, together with the other recommendations, if accepted by Shell and properly policed, will ensure there is no risk to anyone. It will be in fact no more dangerous than the ordinary city/urban gas pipeline. I also believe that this gas from Corrib field is a very clean gas.

This dispute has taken on a difficult and sometimes sinister line. A few locals from Rossport and Mr. Shine from Carrowteige have defied court orders and spent some time in jail. They may wish to see themselves as defending the rights of the small man in the land of Daviit and Boycott. I am also concerned at the intrusion of some politicians and parties, who were up to then, calling for the gas to brought on  "either onshore or offshore" ( to quote one of them) have fuelled this matter and in fact organised meetings, posters, bus hire etc and speak of "kill zones" One or two local organs of media have also given biased unfair publicity to the protestors in a partisan way, often witout any regard for truth or fairness. I have heard one protestor compare the defending of land through which pipleline is to go to Mr. Padraig Nally who shot a traveller dead in another part of Mayo and is currently in jail !

As I came from a small West of Ireland farm myself, this right to land seems to be sacrosanct in the minds  of many, often without any regard to the common good,and the farther west one goes, the more pronounced it becomes. I read where one farmer had his land divided into three for new Kinegad bye- pass, I can not but help think what would have happened were it in Rossport. I also read on Shell to Sea website, that they are calling for people to come to the area in the New Year, almost prepared for war - bring bolt cutters, night vision glasses etc. The law of the land has been disregarded here, personnel trying to get on site to carry out emergency work have been refused entry by protestors, and some have been falsely imprisoned on the site in fact. Some small contractors had their machinery locked on site and could not get it out for some time due to the actrivities of the blockaders outside. I wonder where is the rule of law in the matter, or where will it be in the future. When the matter is clarified , I would hope the law of the land will be enforced. The vast majority of the people in the area want the project to go ahead, but a lot are constrained from commenting out of fear.Many have come home, got work, out of which they now are, while well heeled protestors and those on pensions carry on the campaign !

I have no doubt but that Industry and connection to towns in the area will follow in due course. This area is starved of industy and jobs. What type of message will be sent out if the project is aborted. Foreign companies on whom we depend so much will be scared away -building industry will not last forever.

I urge that the pipeline go ahead as planned, and that the law be enforced. I do not represent or group or organisation. I am not currently in work.

Is Mise,
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