Ground Limestone Producers Association
         
Submission





to the

Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources  

on

Updating and Restating the Minerals Development  Acts 1940 to 1999

The Ground Limestone Producers Association of IBEC represents quarries licensed by the Minister for Agriculture and Food to manufacture ground limestone for sale subject to conditions specified under the Marketing of Non-EEC Fertilisers Regulations 1978.

These licensed quarries provide an essential liming service to Irish Agriculture to minimise the requirements for other nutrients and control acidification of water. 

Proposal

The Association proposes that dolomitic limestone be removed from the list of scheduled minerals under the revised Minerals Development Act and thereby be exempted from the provisions of the Act. 

***

Dolomite

The mineral dolomite CaMg(CO3)2 can be of considerable value if found in a state of high purity and in sufficient quantity. It has a variety of chemical uses including ore of magnesium metal, magnesia for refractory bricks, filler for paper. However, deposits of the material meeting these criteria are rare. 

Ground Limestone

The limestone deposits in Ireland, worked by the companies licensed to produce ground

limestone for agricultural use, consist mainly of calcium carbonate, CaCO3. Some of

these deposits are interspersed with a series of pods of dolomite or limestone mixed with

dolomite. However, these occurrences are generally unpredictable in size and degree of

dolomitisation. Many of them are also heavily contaminated by calcite, clay and sand.  

Iron may also be present that would make them unsuitable for industrial use.

Furthermore, the material cannot be removed as mineral grade dolomite and could not be sold as such. It is impossible to work this material except as part of the surrounding limestone. Indeed it is often more expensive to blast and process than the surrounding limestone due to being fractured and clay-contaminated etc.
These scattered occurrances of dolomite rich limestones should not be classed as mineral

dolomite but as dolomitic limestone rock.

The Ground Limestone Producers Association believes that this dolomitic limestone where the dolomite forms part of the stone resource within a quarry, but cannot be extracted as mineral grade dolomite, is not commercially viable dolomite. It is stone suitable as aggregate or agricultural lime. 

Proposal 

The Association proposes that dolomitic limestone rock be removed from the list of scheduled minerals within the Minerals Development Act as it cannot be considered an ore of dolomite within any modern definition of the word ore.

Ferroan Dolomite

It is important that a clear distinction is made between dolomite with chemistry suitable for commercial use as a chemical raw material, and ferroan dolomite that has no use other than as stone. Even in massive beds amenable to quarrying as dolomite, ferroan dolomite has little value except as stone. 
Proposal

The Association proposes that the revised Minerals Development Act clearly separate ferroan dolomite from pure magnesian dolomite, and that the former be explicitly removed from the list of scheduled minerals in the revised

Minerals Development Act.
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