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General

Clonakilty is an extraordinary multiple award-winning town positioned on the coast within the heartland of West Cork. The town, with a population of about 3,500 or 1,200 households, has an enviable reputation for itself as a choice tourist destination and a wonderful place at which to live. Clonakilty is the fastest growing town in County Cork and its current Development Plan anticipates and provides for continued growth on a sustainable basis over the next six years to reach a population of a little over 4,000 people or 1,500 households. Its acclaimed community self-help ethos has created an exciting and dynamic place in which to live and work. Its selection of fine hotels, restaurants, guesthouses, self-catering accommodation units, pubs and clubs support a bustling social and cosmopolitan experience for both visitors and residents. Local cultural amenities and activity-oriented options enhance the quality of life and lifestyle in Clonakilty.

The town is located 45 minutes on the main N71 through West Cork from Cork City and 40 minutes from Cork International Airport. In recent years, the town has achieved numerous coveted awards including National Tidy Towns Overall winner, the European Entente Florale award and the international Nations in Bloom Gold Medal. Clonakilty has a colourful and historical feel to it with its streetscapes renowned for its colourful and meticulously maintained shop fronts, pub fronts, general advertising and directional signs and street names. Extraordinary floral displays are also synonymous with the town. The surrounding area features some of Ireland’s most spectacular scenery and beaches, most notably the Blue Flag beaches of Inchydoney Island 2½ miles from the town. The town enjoys a long-standing reputation as a culinary centre offering national and international cuisine at reasonable prices. Locally produced products, marketed under the Fuchia brand, include award-winning and well known Clonakilty black pudding and the range of Irish Yoghurt products.
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Council Offices and Library


The town and rural district has a population of 13,391 people (Census 2002). Other key towns in the area include Bandon (15 minutes), Dunmanway (20 minutes) and Skibbereen (25 minutes). Cork County Council maintains both the West Cork Administrative office and Library within the Europa Nostra award winning converted mill at Kent Street, opposite the Town Council offices and Chamber, the Southern Health Board Medical and Dental offices and the headquarters of West Cork Enterprise Board and nearby head office of West Cork Leader. The County Authority also maintains a fully staffed Local Area Engineer’s Office and related roads and waste collection facility, the latter to link up with the new Waste Transfer Station soon to be built, also within the town boundaries.

The Department of Agriculture and Food, FDS Regional Office, is located five minutes from the town within the new District Veterinary Office and the Teagasc managed Third Level Clonakilty Agricultural College, all on the expanding Third Level campus at Darrara, two miles from the town.
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Teagasc Agricultural College, Darrara

The Department of Social Welfare staffs a number of offices providing services ranging from unemployment benefits to medical/psychological assessments and entitlements advice. A fully manned Garda Station serves the town with specialist detective, community, security and educational units and a full complement of Garden. The Fire Brigade is housed in the town centre and was recently equipped with a new fire fighting tender. The Southern Health Board also maintains a fully equipped ambulance fleet, based at the local Mount Carmel District Hospital.
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District Veterinary Office, Clonakilty

The new West Cork Business and Technology Park is located about two minutes drive from the centre of town and hosts a mix of multinational and indigenous companies employing about 300 people. The companies here are engaged in a variety of high value office based activities including telecommunications, customer services, back office processing, logistics and training. The Park has a very modern infrastructure in place including first-rate telecommunications, crèche, canteen and on site training facilities, and is proving to be a key catalyst in the town’s and region’s ongoing economic development.

Currently Cork Institute of Technology are providing their National Business Certificate programme in the training centre at the Technology Park.


Transport

Clonakilty is just 40 minutes from Cork International Airport, which has regular scheduled flights to Dublin, London, Birmingham, Manchester, Paris, Amsterdam and Frankfurt to name some of the destinations it serves. Many of the businesses operating in Clonakilty and its environs do business throughout Europe and find the ease of access to and through Cork Airport a key advantage.

Bus Eireann operates an extensive bus service to and from the town throughout the day and there are numerous private bus, hackney and taxi operators providing a 24-hour service in the town and hinterland. Extensive parking facilities are available at a number of locations throughout the town, with free off street parking day and night for up to 300 vehicles in designated car parks and limited two-hour free parking in the commercial town core.


Accommodation

There is a wide variety of quality housing and apartments for sale in Clonakilty and its environs. Current guidelines on price for a: 
• 3 bed town house/semi-detached home in Clonakilty or within 10 minutes drive would currently cost between €178,000 and €250,000
• 4/5 bedroom detached home within the same area would range from €240,000 to €350,000. 

There are also a number of very attractive coastal located properties for sale within the price range of €300,000 to €450,000.

There is also a major Affordable Housing Programme planned for the Clonakilty area, which was recently announced and is already in the architectural design stage. It is proposed this housing programme will be carried out in phases on a state owned parcel of 15 hectares within three miles of the town.

Rented accommodation is also available in Clonakilty, and is generally of a high standard.

Rental costs of a:
• 3-4 bedroom townhouse or apartment in town or within 5 minutes drive ranges between €800 - €900 per month
• larger detached homes are currently offered at about the same monthly charge within a 10 minute drive of the town. 


Business Facilities

The West Cork Business and Technology Park provides state-of-the-art office facilities for businesses seeking to locate in the area. There are many other ground, first and second floor office accommodation facilities provided by private landlords within the town offering varying rental options. The Technology Park offers the most modern of broadband telecommunication services, as well as a dedicated crèche and canteen on site. The Business Park is considered one of the most successful regional developments of its kind in the country (visit http://www.westcorktechnologypark.com.


Hotels

Clonakilty has eight hotels in its immediate environs ranging from the small family style property up to the luxury of Four Star standard. Included in this list is the Lodge and Spa at Inchydoney Island, Dunmore Hotel, Quality Hotel, Fernhill Hotel, Emmet Hotel, Imperial Hotel, O’Donovan’s Hotel and Randles Hotel.

All of the hotels provide a range of accommodation options and conference facilities for the business sector, offering theatre style layouts for groups up to 300 persons with all usual audio/visual facilities, meeting aids, air conditioning, room division systems and telecommunication facilities. 

The town also has an extensive array of registered self-catering accommodation, B & B and guesthouses.


Education

There are six primary/national schools in the town and local parishes including a Gaelscoil. There are two second-level schools, one being a convent and the other a Community College, each providing excellent academic and personal development programmes to about 600 secondary students. In addition, the VEC offers PLC courses at both its Community College and a range of CERT programmes at the former Technical School, now under its management. Teagasc has, in recent years, greatly enhanced and developed its range of Third Level Agricultural courses at its local Clonakilty Agricultural College in conjunction with the Cork Institute of Technology and the University of Limerick. The latter, now offering a Distance Learning Programme which will offer students a choice of academic accreditations from Certificate to Diploma to a Degree status.

Cork City is the home to University College Cork, the Cork Institute of Technology, Trinity College, College of Commerce, Skerries College, Crawford College, The College of Music and many others.


Childcare and Children’s Facilities

There are eight crèches, including two Montessori schools, operating within the town and one other crèche located at the West Cork Business & Technology Park.

Typical charges for pre-school facilities in the area range from €3.50 - €3.80 per hour on average. 


Playgrounds

In addition to a number of public parks, there is a comprehensively equipped, well maintained and secured public playground conveniently located adjoining the Western Relief Road.
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Clonakilty Playground

The Quality hotel has a fine Fitness & Leisure Centre as well as an adult swimming pool and kiddies pool. This facility is available for the enjoyment of hotel residents and local members.


Healthcare

Clonakilty is currently very well served by ten Medical Practitioners providing in-house services from modern purpose designed clinics, a South Doc 24 hour call-out service and four private dental practices. 

There are two large private and one publicly supported Nursing Home in the town as well as a number of Senior Day Care facilities supported by voluntary organisations.

Health and beauty services, treatments and therapies are widely available up to and including Thalassotherapy programmes at the local Lodge And Spa at Inchydoney Island.


Shops and Shopping Centres

Dunnes Stores Ltd has recently built and opened an attractive new complex on the western side of the town. At this time, the Clonakilty Shopping Centre at the eastern entrance to the town is undergoing a very large expansion which will result in the provision of a range of retail services with its on-site multi storey car park, in the near future. The town core, located between these two major facilities, continues to offer a very attractive selection of retail products from its predominantly owned and managed small shops. There is an abundance of specialty shops ranging from crafts and souvenirs, bookshops, music shops, delicatessens, galleries, arts supplies, branded fashion goods, accessories and a very successful farmer’s market. 


Dining

Clonakilty is now seen by many, if not as a competitor but as a complement to the culinary reputation of nearby Kinsale, which has long enjoyed the title of the Gourmet Capital of Ireland. A number of excellent dining establishments provide a great choice for diners, from indigenous cafes to cosmopolitan delicatessens to table d’hote restaurants or bistros offering international menus. 


Entertainment

Though Clonakilty is a small town, there is a wonderful social scene happening there. Most of the pubs offer some form of music and entertainment to suit all tastes. This ranges from traditional groups, local bands, karaoke, well-known Irish and international musicians and entertainers. Possibly the best known centers for such entertainment are De Barra’s Folk Club and Shanley’s Pub.

Much of the entertainment happens at the weekends throughout the year but during the summer season, most of the establishments offer live mid-week entertainment as well. 

There is a fine selection of pubs and clubs to visit, most of which offer great food as well as entertainment. During the summer there are a number of inter-pub leagues for soccer, quizzes, charades, pub talent, singing and even mouse racing. Some of the well-known pubs include the following: The Kilty Stone, De Barra’s Folk Club, Con & Mauras, Shanleys, Scannells, The Courthouse, Mick Finns, The Galley, Jack’s Bar, The Pub, Maxwells, McIllhattons, O’Donovans, Fiddler’s Green and An Sugán.
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Park Cinema

There are four nightclubs including The Riverside at the Emmet Hotel, Cé Fada at the Imperial Hotel, The Venue at O’Donovan’s Hotel, The Rugby Club and the G.A.A. Club.


Natural Environment

Clonakilty...West Cork's Heritage Town 

Clonakilty has been designated as West Cork's Heritage Town by Failté Ireland, and a visit to the town soon shows why. You'll feel at home here among the above noted attractive traditional shop fronts and hand painted signs in English and Irish. The Post Office is housed in an old Presbyterian church and the County Council and Library in a converted Corn Mill with a river flowing beneath. Narrow streets and lanes open into elegant squares. It is a town of tall spires, towers and historic buildings - the brewery buildings, the mills and the quayside warehouses, telling of the town's busy trading and industrial past. Clonakilty is a lovely destination and an ideal base from which to visit West Cork, a region favoured with some of West Cork’s most spectacular scenery.
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Post Office

Clonakilty is the Beach Centre of West Cork with the renowned Blue Flag beach of Inchydoney located just 3 km’s from Clonakilty. Inchydoney, once an island and now linked to the mainland by two causeways, has one of the finest beaches in the country, two vast stretches of sand are separated by a spur called the Virgin Mary’s Bank. The natural beauty of the surrounding countryside is enhanced even more by the abundance of birdlife to be discovered on Clonakilty's tidal bay, marshes and hinterland. 

Numerous other unspoilt sandy beaches, coves and harbours nearby are a must to be explored. Duneen, not far past Dunmore, is an attractive secluded cove with rocks for the adventurous. Dunnycove is a rocky little beach, protected by a headland with a ruin on it, the water is very calm and on a clear day much of the seabed can be seen. Red Strand is a long beach between two headlands. The sand itself is not red, the name comes from the colour of the cliffs. Galley Head, with its lighthouse, is well worth a visit for its views. Nearby, Owenahincha has interesting rocks and sand dunes. Further west, The Warren, a beach to the left of Rosscarbery causeway, is a very sheltered and safe area for bathing. Long Strand, on Rosscarbery Bay, is a long stretch of sand to have a good walk on, with spectacular views. 


Blue Flag Beaches

The Blue Flag scheme started in France in 1985, when 11 French beaches were awarded the Blue Flag for their achievement of high bathing water quality. In the years that followed, the European Blue Flag campaign continued to grow. By 1995, Blue Flags were flying in 18 different countries. In 1992 the first Blue Flags in Cork were awarded and have been retained at Inchydoney at every year since.


Outdoor Pursuits

From Golf, horse riding and fishing to cycling and water sports, the Clonakilty and West Cork area has it all. You can take a gentle trek on horseback down country lanes, wonder at dolphins and whales or take a fishing trip out to sea. The rugged terrain and scenery make West Cork a hill- walkers paradise. 


Walking Trails

There are numerous walking and cycling trails in the Clonakilty and West Cork area: Clonakilty to Ring, Templebryan/Shannonvale, and Inchydoney, to name but a few. There are wonderful woodland walks in the Rathbarry/Castlefreke area and coastal walks in the Clonakilty Bay, Inchydoney, Timoleague and Courtmacsherry areas. Clonakilty walking club members have been seen to ramble from Hungry Hill to The Scottish Highlands.


Sea & Lake Fishing

Clonakilty and its surrounding area has some of the best fishing Ireland has to offer. Here in West Cork, the quality of almost all aspects of fishing is second to none, no matter whether you are a novice or professional, a freshwater or seawater angler, or purely just someone who wants to try the sport for the first time. There are a number of stocked lakes within a thirty-minute drive of Clonakilty town centre offering the fisherman an array of Sea Trout, Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout fishing. These lakes are also said to hold a certain number of quality Pike. West Cork also boasts some of Ireland’s best Bass fishing, particularly within the vicinity of Clonakilty.

The preferred terrain for the Bass seems to be rocky gullies, of which there are plenty. A favourite location is the Long Strand beach on the Rosscarbery side of the Galley Head Lighthouse. For the enthusiastic angler, bass, sea-trout and flounder can be caught in Courtmacsherry Estuary, also dogfish, conger, ray, dab, skate, Pollack, coalfish, cod, ling and also mackerel further in the Bay. For lovers of wildlife, Courtmacherry estuary is host to upwards of 15,000 shore birds and wild fowl. Seals and dolphins can also be admired in the inner bay near inlets and coves.


River Fishing

River fishing is popular on the Bandon and Argideen Rivers, also at Lisselan Estate, for salmon and sea trout.


West Cork

A 20-minute drive west of Clonakilty will take you to the fishing village of Union Hall and Reen pier where local skippers specialise in Whale and Dolphin watching trips. Between the months of June and November we are fortunate to potentially see up to four different species of Whales including Fin Whales and Orcas.

A short distance along the coast, Dunworley has two beautiful safe sandy beaches and a view overlooking Clonakilty Bay. Nearby are Coolum Cliffs which are the highest cliffs on the south coast of Cork. 


Lisselan Gardens, Ballinascarthy, Clonakilty

Lisselan Gardens and woodland, planted in Robinsonian style, on the site above the Argideen river, from 1850 onwards, with a house built in the French chateau style. The gardens take advantage of the natural features and contours provided by the valley and the Argideen River running through it. The gardens, which are open all year round, are much as they were in Edwardian times. 


Timoleague Castle Gardens

Ten minutes drive from Clonakilty, this charming informal garden on the banks of the Argideen river has been created by five generations of the Travers family. The 121 ha. estate was originally purchased with the village of Timoleague by Colonel Robert E. Travers in 1818 and he began laying out the grounds around the later Georgian house he built there. Each generation of the Travers family has added to the gardens over the intervening 160 years. The gardens are a tribute to their plantsmanship and palm trees and other frost tender plants flourish among species from all over the world. The ruins of a 13th century tower built by the Barrymores stands in the grounds. The 7th Viscount Barrymore sold the lands together with much of his vast Irish estate in the early 19th century. The Georgian house was burnt during the 'Troubles' and replaced by a new stone building.

Timoleague Abbey is a 14th Century Franciscan Abbey with substantial remains still standing. The Abbey is built on the ancient site of St. Molaga, forerunner of the Franciscans and founder of the settlement of Timoleague. The original structure was added to over the centuries by the Normans and Irish, and most of the existing Abbey is early 16th Century.


Garnish Island

Just one hour’s drive west from Clonakilty, is to be found perhaps the most magical setting a garden could have which is on an island bathed in the warm waters of the Gulf Stream. This small island of 15 hectares is known to Horticulturists all over the world as an island garden of rare beauty. Its centerpiece is an outstanding Italian style garden designed by Harold Peto, linked by other formal features such as a double sided Herbaceuos Border and surrounded by a wild garden blending into the wider setting of the exceptional sea and mountain scenery around Glengarriff.


Seven Heads

Between Clonakilty and Courtmacsherry, the Seven Heads is a rugged peninsula with seven headlands jutting out. This area is a mass of small roads and rolling hills, affording dramatic views of the coastline. A drive through the area will bring you to sandy stretches and tiny coves with names like Ballinglanna, Dunworley and Broadstrand.


Courtmacsherry

Courtmacsherry is a charming little sea-front village located just five minutes drive from Timoleague and is built on the water’s edge. Fishing, boat building and trade via both the sea and the railway made Courtmacsherry a bustling centre until the closure of the railways. It is easy to imagine the scenes when hundreds of day-trippers from Clonakilty and Bandon would pour out of the steam train which used to run to Courtmacsherry along the water’s edge. This was the last roadside railway in Europe before its closure in 1960. The railway track has been cleared and surfaced and walking is easy on this route. The mudflats in the bay are a bird-watcher’s paradise and a sign gives details of the railway and details of wildlife to watch out for in the area. A mile out of Timoleague on the railway route you can see the ruin of Abbehmahon on the right of the road, built by the Cisterians in about 1272.

There are several beaches in the area: Courtmacsherry Beach, Coolmain Strand, Dunworley Bay and Ballinglanna.


Lisnagun Fort & Souterrain Passages

Only one mile from Clonakilty town is the restored site of an ancient fort, Lis na-gCon, which means “Fort of the Hound”. On this site there is a replica of the type of thatched mud dwelling typical of the period, inside a fortified ring. The souterrain passage has been dug out, and it is possible to go underground where people have been sheltered with their valuables in the event of an attack by hostile tribes.


Templebryan Stone Circle

Templebryan was once the site of an early church built on a ring fort. All that remains today of the church is an impressive 11ft pillar stone with various inscriptions and a cross marked on it. Near it is a curved stone which may have been an ancient baptismal font. Templebryan Stone Circle can easily be found in a field adjoining the road junction. Only about half of the massive stones that made up this substantial monument remain today.


Rathbarry Estate & Church

A castle was built on the site of an existing rath or ring fort by the Barry Clan in the 15th Century. It became established as the seat of the Lords of Carbery, the main land-owning family of the 17th Century, and formed the centre of their estate up until the latter part of the 19th Century. The impressive ruins are very well preserved and include stables and a large courtyard. On the wall, the Carbery crest can still be seen. Nearby, the ruins of Rathbarry Church stand by the remains of an earlier church. 


Castlefreke Castle

Castlefreke mansion is not a castle in the true sense of the word. When first constructed in the 1680’s as the seat of the Lords of Carbery, Castlefreke was a plain rectangular building with a magnificent drawing room. The family name Freke is of Elizabethan and Cromwellian origin. In 1820 it was decided to convert the house into a castle style, and a selection of turrets, battlements and courtyards were added. Its last occupant, the 10th and last Lord of Carbery, John Freke, was a fairly eccentric man. A keen aviator, he would give flying displays over the castle. In the late 1920’s, Lord Carbery decided to abandon the family estate so he renounced his title and demanded to be known as plain Mr. Carbery instead. He later emigrated to Africa and it is said that his last act on leaving Castlefreke was to blast the portraits of his ancestors with his shotgun. The mansion was used for dances up to the late 1940’s and then the roof was pulled off for timber and lead and the place fell into disrepair.


The Celtic Cross, Castlefreke

This Celtic Cross is the largest memorial of its type in Ireland. It was erected in 1902, by Mary, Lady Carbery, in memory of her husband the 9th Lord of Carbery, and it stands on the spot where his ashes are buried. Made from white limestone marble, this 30ft memorial stands on Croghna Hill, to the west of the Castlefreke Estate.


Wildlife / National Parks

Fota Wildlife Park is located just over an hour’s drive from Clonakilty and boasts 70 acres of open countryside, comprising 70 species of wildlife from all five continents.

Fota Arboretum is one of the finest in Ireland. It contains shrubs and trees not only from this climate but also the subtropical regions of the world including Japan, and Australia, The Himalayas and North America. It is within walking distance of the house and the wildlife park. Nearby is the fifteenth century Belvelley Castle.

Community and Sporting Facilities

Clonakilty is like many other towns, well served by both public and private sports and recreation services. This includes two hotel swimming pools, a major community sports hall, GAA and Rugby pavilions, a Parish Hall, an agricultural exhibition hall, numerous GAA fields, rugby pitches and a recently completed community sports complex boasting West Cork’s first all weather outdoor surfaced pitch and a tennis facility with three courts. Point-to-Point racing has returned to Clonakilty and is now re-establishing itself as a major annual programme. Racquetball is now a very popular sport played in the community facilities at the nearby coastal village of Timoleague.
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Sports Clubs

Clonakilty has a very active rugby club, with a recently built pavilion and changing rooms complex. Their first team has a proud reputation of success and are enjoying their 3rd season at AIL Div 3 level. They provide training and playing opportunities for males and females from 8 years to senior level, noting that the senior ladies won the All Ireland Cup two years ago.

The GAA also enjoys a long and successful reputation in Clonakilty and the senior footballers are currently on track to repeat their County Final Senior Championship success of 1996.

Clonakilty has a very active Soccer Club with special emphasis on their under age activities.

There are two golf clubs in Clonakilty, Dunmore (9 hole) and 9 holes at Lisselan Estate. Both accept members, though a small waiting list now prevails at Dunmore. There are a number of 18 hole golf courses in the nearly towns of Skibbereen, Bandon, Bantry and Macroom. 

There are two gyms located at the Quality Hotel and Inchydoney Lodge and Spa. Both are open to members and residents.


Outdoor Pursuits, etc.

The famous Cork Dry Gin week is held in Crosshaven every two years and will be held in July ’04 next. There is also a sailing club in Kinsale and two watersports centres in Baltimore which cater for watersports enthusiasts’ interests including diving. There is also a fine adventure/sports outdoor centre at Oyster Haven near Kinsale.

There is an extensive series of regattas during the Summer in various towns in West Cork including Skull, Baltimore, Crookhaven and Ardfield. Calves Sailing Week is held in West Cork which follows Cowes Week in the UK and happens in August each year.

There are three AIRE registered equestrian centres and various livery yards adjacent to the town. West Cork is a centre of sport-horse breeding, and many former RDS champions have West Cork origins. In addition there are a number of well-known studs and thoroughbred training yards in the area including Highfort Stud and Robert Tyner’s facilities near Innishannon, Thomas O’Leary’s and Ray Hurley’s near Clonakilty, not to overlook the international show jumping home of Robert Splaine at Belgooley.


Cultural Landmarks and Visitor Centres

Clonakilty is famous as the birthplace of the Republican leader Michael Collins and Henry Ford and both are commemorated in the town. Many also visit the remains of Collins's birthplace, which was burnt out by the Black and Tans in 1921, about four miles west of Clonakilty on the N71 towards Rosscarbery.
The West Cork Model Railway Village is a great place to spend the day for all the family. It shows the towns of West Cork in miniature and the trains that served them.
Just over two miles east of Clonakilty, off the R600 towards Timoleague, is the eclectic but recommended Arigideen Valley Heritage Park.
Bantry House, renowned for its architecture, is now also renowned for its chamber music ensembles.


Churches and Places of Worship

There are churches for all the main religious persuasions with a Catholic Church, Church of Ireland and Methodist churches. 

 

	Festivals, Fireworks, Christmas Event, Parades, Regattas
cf. www.westcork.ie


Clonakilty








