








23rd September 2005 

Ms. Rosemarie Gorman

Higher Executive Officer

Exploration & Mining Division

Dept. Communications, Marine & Natural Resources

Beggars Bush

Haddington Road

Dublin 4

Re: Submission on Minerals Development Acts 1940-1999

Dear Ms. Gorman,

The Irish Concrete Federation welcomes the review and consolidation of the Minerals Development Acts 1940-1999 and is grateful for the opportunity to make this submission. As you may be aware, the ICF membership represents 85-90% of aggregate and concrete production in Ireland and this industry has serious difficulties with the current legislation.

In 1997/98, the ICF made representations to the then Minister for the Marine & Natural Resources, Mr. Michael Woods, on what we believed was, and continue to believe is, the unfair application of the Mineral Development Act, 1940, in relation to Dolomitic Limestone and Silica Sand. It was, and is, our belief that the vast majority of these specific resources which are currently being dealt with as scheduled minerals are not sufficiently pure to allow their economic exploitation as minerals in the manner meant by the legislators. As the legislation was not open to review in 1998, our representations could not be addressed at that time. We are, therefore, convinced that these minerals should be omitted from or clearly defined, based on purity or suitability for use, in the Schedule in the new consolidating Act.

Since 1998, aggregate production has grown substantially, based on the rapidly increasing national demand, and the nation’s future growth demands that large amounts of rock resources are available for the foreseeable future. In the context of Dolomitic Limestone and Silica Sand, current legislation would classify any resource containing even a small percentage of pure Scheduled mineral as Scheduled mineral in its entirety. This poses a very substantial restriction to the development of the nation’s rock resource.  As the majority of Dolomitic Limestone deposits are unsuitable for exploitation for the Dolomitic content by through mining and are legislatively difficult to develop and operate for the rock reserve by quarrying, this has the effect of inadvertently sterilising part of a badly needed national resource.  

The Irish Concrete Federation has liaised with a number of geologists and extractive industry experts, including Dr. Peter Strogen PhD, formerly of Trinity College Dublin, and Mr. Tim Paul MSc DIC, of John Barnett & Associates. A synopsis of their views in relation to the occurrence and quality of Dolomite and Dolomitic Limestone in Ireland is attached. As it takes very little contamination to render a Dolomitic ore deposit non-commercial, we contend that all Dolomitic Limestone be removed from the Schedule or to be restricted to deposits where purity is greater than 90% Dolomite. This would protect valuable deposits of Dolomite while releasing for normal rock production pre-dominantly Limestone reserves.   

Similarly, the blanket classification of all grades of Silica Sand should be changed to reflect those deposits of sufficient quality for specialist usage. One possibility is to classify those Silica Sand deposits suitable for use in the production of glass as Scheduled minerals. This would release substantial reserves of relatively low grade sand deposits for use in the construction industry.  

Prior to the formation of the State, the entire island was covered by the Land Act of 1903 whereby mineral substances – rock, sand, gravel and clay “ran with the land”. Rock included Dolomite, Dolomitic Limestone and Silica Sand. This is still the case in Northern Ireland.  The Minerals Development Act, 1940, changed that in the Republic of Ireland. While harmonisation of legislation both sides of the border is unlikely to be a priority of the current review, it is a fact that removal or restriction by definition of Dolomitic Limestone and Silica Sand from the Schedule would reduce the anomaly.

Conclusion

The easy and continued availability of resources for aggregate and sand production is crucial for continued National development and is, therefore, a matter of National importance. The exploitation of substantial amounts of suitable resources is being unjustifiably restricted through the inappropriate Scheduling of the majority of deposits of Dolomitic Limestone and Silica Sand in the current Minerals Development Acts. 

Most Dolomitic Limestone and Silica Sand deposits are contaminated by other minerals to such an extent that they cannot be exploited for their Scheduled mineral content. Omission from or re-classification in the revised Schedule to the next consolidating Minerals Act will allow some value to be extracted from the host resource.

The ICF would welcome the opportunity to meet formally to discuss the above at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,

John Maguire

Chief Executive

