Digital Inclusion projects grant aided under the BenefIT 2  Scheme

3  digital inclusion projects were funded by the Department of Communications, Energy & Natural Resources under the BenefIT 2 scheme.  These projects will operate primarily in 2010 – details below.  

All 3 of the projects focus on providing basic training to beginners, covering use of email, internet use and simple on-line transaction with the option for learners to select one additional module form a list which included digital photography, voice communication over the net, use of government services on-line or revision.  

In many cases training is being provided free and in others a nominal fee of €20 is charged.  

Between the 3 projects 7,390 people will be trained with training provided in every county.  

The 3 grant aided projects are:-

· Dublin Employment Pact, in partnership with FIT, Dublin City Council, the ICA, the Older Women’s Network, VEC’s REHAB Care, and Friendly Call Services are providing training for 3,500 people in 26 counties. Grant = €143,000

· Age Action Ireland – in partnership with Louth Leader Partnership. Paul Partnership Limerick and a wide range of organisations including, local authorities, local libraries, family resource centres, VEC’s community groups is providing training for 2,450 trainees in 15 counties.  Grant = €143,000

· Mullaghmatt, Cortolvin Community Development Limited in partnership with the family Resource Centre network is providing training for 1,440 trainees in counties Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Louth Monaghan and Sligo.  Grant = €65,760.

Further details of the location and extent of training places under these projects – due to conclude in the latter part of 2010 is available in the document Training Places (published December 2009) on the Knowledge Society page.  

