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Request for Access to Records under the Freedom of Information Act,
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Nuala Free / Mary Rabbitte, Frecdom of luformge

Dept. of Communications, Marine and Naturalj
Leeson Lane,
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Please use BLOCK letters
Details of Applicant

Surname

First Name JHIENED
<ln

Telephone Number(s) Office Use Only

Home gD Date FOI Request Received

Busines s ARD

Identify Verified

Consent Confirmed




Personal Information

Before you are given access to personal information relating to yourself, you may be
asked to provide proof of your identity.

Form of Access
My preferred form of access is: (please tick as appropriate)

/ to receive copies of the records by post
o other - please specify

Details of Request

In accordance with section 7 of the FOI Act, I request access to records which are:
(Please tick as appropriate)

ersonal
Non-personal

In the space provided below please describe the records as fully as you can. If you are
requesting personal information, please state precisely in whose name those records
are held. You will not normally be given access to personal information of another
person unless you have obtained the written consent of that person.

I request the following records:

{3 Names of all the Applicants for Biofuels Mineral Oil Tax Relief Scheme 11,
indicating ﬂmu who were successful and those who veere not

2y Copies of ali completed application forms and all supporting information.

The number of points awarded under each of the 5 headings 1o cach applicant by
,itu, assessment panet.

-

41 AQl minutes anid records of all mectings of the assesstent panet,

5 Newes of all applicanis that swere seconmmended by the assessinent panel for
inclusion in the Biofuel Mineral €0l Tax Relief Scheme I
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Deparment of Communications, Marine and Naturat Hesources
Ramn Cumarsdide. Mara agus Acmhamne Nadurtha

08/02/2007

FOL/0017/2007

I refer to the Freedom of Information request received in this office on 08/02/2007 along with the
associated fee,

The officer handling your request will be Ms Geraldine Luddy, Renewable and Sustainable Energy
Division Division, Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources, Leeson Lane, Dublin
2, Co Dublin. She can be contacted at 01 6783213,

A final decision on your request will normally be sent to you within 4 weeks of receipt of your request.
This means that you can expect to receive your decision by the 08/03/2007.

If you have not heard from us when the time allocated has expired, you are automatically entitled to
appeal to the Department for a review of the matter. This review proceeds on the legal basis that the
initial request is considered to be refused once the specified time for responding to it has expired.

You should also be aware that you are entitled to a review of the decision if your request is refused, or
if you are for any reason dissatisfied with the outcome of your request. The review is a full and new
examination of the matter carried out by a more senior member of staff of this Department. In the
event that you need to make an appeal, you can do so by writing to the FOI Unit, Department of
Communications, Marine & Natural Resources, Elm House, Earlsvale Road, Co. Cavan. Please note
that there is a charge for all appeals of FOI requests. This charge is currently €75.00. A reduced fee of
€25.00 applies if you are the holder of a Medical Card.

Please note that the Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources has a policy of
posting a summary of your request, your name and address and the subsequent reply on the
Department’s website for reference purposes.

Yours sincerely,

/ “~
Cesia. 1 Gask,
Seana McGearty '
FOI Unit

PH: 67825802




Department of Communice ions,
Marine and Natural Resourses
Dublin 2.

An Roinn Cumarsaide,
Mara agus Acmhainni Nadurtha
Baile Atha Ciigth 2.

Our Reference Number: FO1/0017/2007

& March 2007

Dear (D

[ refer to the request which you made under the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 -
2003 for information relating to the Biofuels Mineral Qil Tax Relief Scheme II as
follows:

(1) Names of all the applicants for Biofuels Mineral Oil Tax Relief Scheme II,
indicating those who were successful and those who were not.

(2) Copies of all completed application forms and all supporting information.

(3) The number of points awarded under each of the 5 headings to each applicant by
the assessment panel.

(4) All minutes and records of all meetings of the assessment panel.

(5) Names of all applicants that were recommended by the assessment panel for
inclusion in the Biofuel Mineral Oil Tax Relief Scheme I1.

(6) Names of applicants who have been placed on the “Reserve of Applicants™.

[ have made a final decision to part-grant your request on the grounds that some of the
information is already available on the Department’s website at
http://www.dcmnr,gov.ie/Fnergy/Sustainable+and+Renewable+Energy+Division/Bio
fuels+Scheme+Il/ and on the grounds that other information is held by the relevant
projects to be commercially sensitive. If you have any queries regarding this
correspondence you can contact me by telephone at 01-6783215.

The purpose of this letter is to clarify that decision. This explanation has the
following parts:

1. a schedule of all of the records covered by your request;

2. an explanation of the relevant findings concerning the records to which access
is denied, and

3. a statement of how you can appeal this decision should you wish to do so.

This letter addresses each of these three parts in turn.

1. Schedule of records

A schedule of relevant records is attached to this letter. [t shows the documents that
this Department considers relevant to your request. It describes each document and
where appropriate refers to the sections of the FOT Act which apply to prevent release.

20-3]1 Adelaide Read Dublin 2 Telephone + 353 1 678 2000 www.demnr govae
29-31 Béthar Adelaide LoCal! 1890 44 99 00
DI E DR S S R T Eax + 353 1 678 2445




The schedule also provides brief reasons for the decision which are meant to
supplement the fuller and more detailed explanation given under heading 2 below.

2. Findings, particulars and reasons for decisions to deny access

The sections of the Act which can apply to deny access to documents are known as its
exemption provisions,

The records involved are the application forms and supporting documentation
submitted by all of the companies under the Biofuels Mineral Oil Tax Relief Scheme
[I and the score sheets prepared by the assessment panel for each of the projects. The
information provided in the applications is considered by the project developers
themselves as commercially sensitive as it contains business details, technical
descriptions of the projects, processes involved, plant facilities and details of where
feedstock supply will be sourced along with information in relation to financial details
of the applicants. The applications also contain personal information relating to the
individuals involved in the project teams. The information in the applications was
provided by the applicants in response to a call for proposals process and it is
considered that disclosure of any part of the information or the disclosure of scores
could prejudice the competitive position of the companies involved.

The relevant sections of the FOI Act are as follows:

Section 27(1)(a)(b)(c) relates to information which is considered commercially
sensitive as it relates to the business, financial and technical details of the proposals
by the companies involved and details of where feedstock supply will be sourced to
develop biofuels which is considered trade secret. The release of this information
could prejudice the outcome of contractual or other negotiations of the applicants.
Therefore it is considered that there is no benefit to the public interest by granting
access to these records.

Section 46(2)(a) relates to information which is publicly available on the Department
of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources website,

With regard to your request for a copy of the Reserve List and minutes of the
meetings of the assessment panel such records do not exist.

3. Rights of appeal

The Freedom of Information Act provides the right to appeal a decision taken under
the Act within 4 weeks of the initial decision. Should you wish to make such an
appeal, you can do so by writing to Mr Frank O’Brien, Freedom of Information Unit,
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, Elm House,
Earlsvale Rd, Cavan. Please note that there is a charge for all appeals of FOI requests
which is currently €75 or €25 for medical card holders. The appeal will involve a
complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of staff of this
Department.

Yours sincerely

Geraldine Lud N
Renewable and Alternative: E}ergy Division
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