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The FDB wel conmes the opportunity to coment on the Geen
Paper “Towards a Sustainable Energy Future for Ireland”.
The Board recognises that the various policies, objectives,
and targets described in the Green Paper, if inplenented,
have the potential to significantly reduce Ireland s
contribution to gl obal greenhouse gas em ssions.

The Board believes that greater use of renewable energy
conbined wth significant inprovenent in energy efficiency
is the key to sustainability. W share the Governnent’s
“strong commitnent to the pronotion and devel opnent of
renewabl e energy” (1.2.33) and have established a project
team under our revised strategy 2006 —-2008 to investigate
rational energy use and renewable energy in the county.

The energy question is extrenely conplex and there are
i ssues covered in the paper, which unfortunately we are not
sufficiently infornmed on to respond. However, we would |ike
to make a nunber of coments in relation to the section on
the Pronoting the Sustainability of Energy Supply.

The Role of the Public Sector and CDB' s

It is not clear what role, if any, the Government envisages
for public sector bodies Iike the Local Authority and CDBs.
In this regard we would point to the positive contribution
the public sector can play in achieving the national
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standards under the Kyoto protocol and others. Public
sector bodies such as local authorities and health boards
have a significant inpact on energy usage both directly, in
that they are thenselves energy intensive organisations,
and indirectly through their purchasing power. For exanpl e,
| ocal authorities will spend €1.3 billion in 2006.

The series of policy actions listed under the renewable
energy pillar docunent, (and indeed under the other two
pillars as well), would seemto have a ‘top down’ approach

Tackling the energy question is a challenging task by any
standards and if we are to succeed we need to have all
hands on deck. Action is needed at every level - local,
regional and national. What we need to look for is the
cascade effect with local plans for renewable energy and
energy efficiency feeding into regional plans, which are
then subsumed into a national plan. W need to grow the
solution fromthe roots up rather than the top down.

An exanpl e of the roots up approach

The G een Paper mnekes reference on p.80 to building
standards, to Sustainable Energy Ireland’s Houses of
Tomorrow Programme and to energy efficiency in social
housi ng. Fingal County Council has stipulated in seven
recent major Local Area Plan areas (with a total of between
11,000 and 12,000 dwellings) that housing nust have a heat
demand at least 60% less than the current Building
Regul ati ons and that 30% of that heating demand nust be net
by renewables. Wiile the Mnister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Governnent has praised the initiative it
is not clear at this stage that the DoEHLG w | approve
funding for the inclusion of these neasures in future
soci al housing schenmes proposed by Fingal. It is inportant
that there is a consistent policy approach across al
strands of governnment to ensure that innovative and
effective energy efficiency neasures can be inplenented,
particularly at |ocal |evel.

It is possible to identify a nunber of activities across a
range of services, which local authorities could take to
i nprove energy efficiency and substantially increase the
upt ake of renewabl e sources of energy.

How t he Local Authority and CDBs Can Hel p
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Carry out audit of activities and services of Board
menber organisations to establish the extent of energy
usage, assess the extent of efforts being nmade to
introduce efficiency nmeasures and the opportunities
avail able to use alternative energy sources

Adopt Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Energy Action
Plans for the county

Set energy savings targets across a range of sectors
i ncluding housing, i ndustry, waste managenent and
transport

Carry out energy insulation programme in |ocal authority
houses

Set energy specifications and standards for all publicly
rented houses and households in receipt of rent allowance
I ntroduce green procurenment practices including the
introduction of energy performance neasures for nmajor
construction works and nmai nt enance services

Set higher thermal performance and insulation standards
in Building Regul ations

I ntroduce energy design as an elenent in Loca
Devel opment Pl ans and Action Pl ans

I ntroduce targets for the use of renewable electricity

There is no doubt that changes in how public sector
organi sations do their business could play a pivotal role
in ensuring that Ireland neets national and international
targets for reductions in greenhouse gas em ssions. In
addition, County Devel opnment Boards could do a great dea
to co-ordinate action on energy efficiency and sustainable
energy. They can set clear quantitative long-term goals to
drive down energy em ssions across a range of organi sations
and activities and nonitor the inplenentation of these
changes.

| mpl ement ation and Monitoring

The G een Paper acknow edges that inplenenting an energy
policy wll require a co-ordinated approach. There are so
many organisations wth responsibility for di fferent
aspects of the energy spectrum In addition to six separate
Government Departnents, the Geen Paper lists eight other
bodies who are involved in various ways in the energy
i ndustry.
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The Board agrees that the scale and conplexity of this
issue calls for a cohesive nultilateral approach. However
cohesion will not happen of its own accord. O ganisations,
i ncluding CGovernnent Departnents, have different cultures
and very different ways of doing things. A strong
deliberate policy change is required that insists on co-
operative working and initiatives between Governnent bodies
and state agenci es. In order to ensure a broad based and
sust ai ned co-operation some form of positive discrimnation
(such as funding for inter-agency projects, or reduction in
budgets where there is very or no evidence of cross agency
co-operation) could be considered.

The transition, which is required in the energy systens, is
fundanmental and it wll not be possible to achieve it
wi t hout fundanental change in institutional and regulatory
systens. The diversity of energy systens, which inevitably
formse part of increased use of renewables and increased
energy efficiency, should be supported by a dynamc
regulatory system that keeps pace wth devel opnents.
Government policy needs to be directed at allowing and
facilitating the institutional changes needed to switch to
renewabl e- based and decentralised energy systens. This is
of fundanental concern to local authorities and CDBs
because | ocal authorities are well placed to play inportant
roles in decentralised energy systens as they do already in
many ot her countries.

Regul atory control should be clear and directed at clear
policy targets, with reduction in greenhouse gas em ssions
as an overriding target. The targets should be mandatory
and inplenmenting bodies nust be required by regulation to
nmeet specified targets. Monitoring the inplenentation using
appropriate performance indicators is essential. The entire
process should be overseen by a Hi gh Level G oup under the
direction of an independent chairperson, charged wth
exercising regulatory oversight, verifying progress, and
t aki ng corrective action wher e necessary. Local
authorities/CDBs woul d need to be represented on the G oup.

In conclusion the Board believes that we as a society mnust
come to an understanding of the issues we are facing and
the consequences of doing too little too late. Wrking in
conjunction with a wder global comunity we would be
confident of our conbined abilities to tackle the known
causes of climte change.
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W wuld like to take this opportunity to thank the
Department of Conmunications, Mrine and Natural Resources
for the Geen Paper and for giving us the opportunity to
submt coments and suggesti ons.

Yours sincerely,

Anita Morris,
Secretary to the Board,
Fi ngal Devel opnent Board
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