Mark Hilliard
Sunday Tribune,
Independent House,
Talbot St,

Dublin 1

April 13, 2010

Mary Rabbitte,

Department of Communications, Energy

And Natural Resources, FOLIP UNIT
Elm House, CAMAN
Earlsvale Road,

Cavan 1 5 APR zmﬂ

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS,
ENERGY & NA'I‘U%U. RESCURCES
ROINN CUMARSAIDE, FUINNIMH

AGUS ACMHAINNI NADURTHA

Dear Ms Rabbitte,

{ wish to apply under the Freedom of Information Act for all documents in relation to discussions,
negotiations and the final agreement between the Department and Renault, Nissan and the ESB in
relation to the recent introduction of electric cars and charging infrastructure.

The information should include all letters, emails, transcripts of meetings and any other correspondence
held between the stake holders prior to and including the final agreement which was launched on
Monday, April 12 2010. It should also include all costing and any other financial responsibilities attached
to each party.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Hilliard



15" April, 2010

Mr, Mark Hilliard
Sunday Tribune
Independent House,
Talbot St.,

Dublin I.

FOI Request Reference: FOI/2010/10

Dear Mr. Hilliard,

I refer to your FOI request under Section 7 of the Freedom of Information Acts, 1997 and 2003, received in
this office on 15/04/2010 requesting afl documents in relation fo discussions, negotiations and the final
agreement between the Depariment and Renault, Nissan and the ESB in relation to the recent introduction
of electric cars and charging infrastructure. The application was received along with the associated fee.

The officer handling your request will be Ms Geraldine Luddy, Renewable & Sustainable Energy Division,
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, 29 — 31 Adelaide Rd., Dublin 1. Geraldine
can be contacted at 01 6783215, '

You can expect to receive your decision by the 14/05/20140,

If you have not received a decision by that time, you are automatically entitled to appeal to the Pepartment
for a review of the matter. This review proceeds on the legal basis that the initial request is considered to be
refused once the specified time for responding to it has expired. A request for a review should be addressed
to the undersigned at the address shown.

Please note the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has a policy of posting a

summary of non-personal requests and decisions on the Departments website for reference purposes.

Yours sincerely,

;’L"/ / :(f-iléf’év"'xi K Z .
Mary Rabbitte

FOI Unit

Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
Elm House

Earlsvale Rd.

Cavan

Phone: 01 6782903




An Baoinn Cumarsaids, Department of Communications,
Fuinnimh agus Acmhainni Madarsha Ensrgy and Natural Hesources,
Baile Atha Ciiath 2, Dublin 2,

Our Ref: FOI/2010/10
12 May 2010

Mr Mark Hilliard
Sunday Tribune
Independent House
Talbor St

Dubiin 1

Dear Mr Hilliard

I refer to the request which you made under the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 -
2003 for all documents in relation to discussions, negotiations and final agreement
between the Department and Renault, Nissan and the ESB in relation to the recent
introduction of electric cars and charging infrastructure.

I'have made a final decision to refuse your request of 15 April 2010. This decision is
made under Section 20(1), Section 26(1)(a) and (b) and Section 27(1)(a), (b) and (c)
of the FOI Acts on the basis that the records you request form part of the deliberative
process in relation to the report being prepared by the inter-departmental Taskforce on
the options and timeframe for creating the necessary infrastructure for the national
roll-out of electric vehicles in Ireland. The information you requested has been given
to the Department in confidence and is deemed to be commercially sensitive. The"
purpose of this letter is to clarify that decision. This clarification has the following

parts: '
1. a schedule of the records covered by your request;
an explanation of the relevant findings concerning the records to which access
_ is denied, and
3. a statement of how you can appeal this decision should you wish to do so.

This letter addresses each of these three parts in turn.
1. Schedule of récords
A schedule of the relevant records is attached to this letter. It shows the documents

that this Department considers relevant to your request. It describes the documents
and refers to the section of the FOI Act which applies to prevent release.

29-31 Adeinide Road, Dubiin 2 Telephone:+ 353 1 8782000 Email: @ www doenr.gov.ie
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The schedule also provides brief reasons for the decision which are meant to
supplement the fuller and more detailed explanation given under heading 2 below.

2. Findings, particulars and reasons for decisions to deny access

The sections of the Act which can apply to deny access to documents are known as its
exemption provisions. The inter-departmental Taskforce is at the deliberative stage in
relation to how best to progress the framework for deployment of electric vehicles in
Ireland. In view of this it is considered that in accordance with Section 20(1) of the
FOI Act all of the documentation relating to the agreement forms part of the
deliberative process and it should not be released as it contains opinions, legal advice
and recommendations on the Electric Vehicle deployment issue. In addition to this all
of the information was given to the Department in confidence and on the basis that it
would not be released to third parties and contains commercially sensitive information
and therefore Sections 26(1)(2) and (b) and Section 27(1)(a), (b) and (c) also apply.

3. Rights of appeal

The Freedom of Information Act provides the right to appeal a decision taken under
the Act within 4 weeks of the initial decision. Should you wish to make such an
appeal, you can do so by writing to Mr Frank O’Brien, Freedom of Information Unit,
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Elm House,
Earlsvale Rd, Cavan. Please note that there is a charge for all appeals of FOI requests
which is currently €75 or €25 for medical card holders. The appeal will involve a
complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of staff of this
Department.

Yours sincerely

GeesdA s L0

Geraldine Luddy )
Renewable and Sustainable Energy Division
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