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The Society of Chartered Surveyors – An Cumann Suirbheiri Cairte

5, Wilton Place, Dublin 2. Telephone 01-676 5500. Fax 01-676 1412

Web-Site: http:/ /www.scs.ie

      E-mail: info@scs.ie

By E-Mail & Post

[rosemarie.gorman@dcmnr.gov.ie]

30th September 2005

Ms. Rosemarie Gorman

Exploration & Mining Division,

Department of Communications, Marine & Natural Resources,

Beggar’s Bush

Haddington Road,

Dublin 4.

Re: 
Request for Submissions – Updating and Restating the Mineral Development Acts 1940 to 1999 
Submission by the Society of Chartered Surveyors - Minerals Division

Dear Ms. Gorman,

Please accept the following submission on behalf of the Minerals Division of the Society of Chartered Surveyors. 

Chartered Minerals Surveyors by their training, professional qualifications and experience are experts in the disciplines of minerals planning, development and management.

1940 Mineral Development Act – Mineral Classification / Definition
We consider that the following fundamental issues need to be addressed as part of the review of the acts.

1. It is considered that review of the acts should provide a basis for ensuring consistency of mineral classification / definition between minerals legislation of the Republic and Northern Ireland.  Currently, there are a number of differences of classification / definition in the respective lists of Scheduled Minerals (Republic of Ireland) and Mineral Substances (Northern Ireland).

Dolomite, dolomitic limestone, silica sand, slate and chalk are listed in the Schedule of the 1940 Mineral Development Act and are defined as State minerals (i.e Minerals in which the working rights are vested in the State’).  In Northern Ireland these minerals are ‘Excepted Substances’ as defined in Schedule 1 of the Mineral Development Act (Northen Ireland) 1969 which puts them in private ownership (i.e. The rights to work the minerals are with the land owner).

The definitions / classification of minerals should be consistent for the purposes of clarity and to eliminate any future confusion.  In this context it is recommended that chalk, dolomite, dolomitic limestone, silica sand and slate are removed from the Scheduled in the 1940 Mineral Development Act, and that they are not included in any similar future schedule.

2. Further to Item 1. above, it is noted that Dolomitic Limestone is contained in Schedule attached to the 1940 Mineral Development Act, and under this act, the working rights for the mineral are vested in the state.  Dolomitic limestone is generally unsuitable for use as an industrial mineral and its potential primary use is as a construction aggregate, with it being extracted through conventional quarrying operations.  Under the current act, the presence of a small amount of dolomitic limestone within a limestone deposit effectively sterilises the use of this national resource for production of construction aggregates.  We recommend that Dolomitic Limestone be removed from the Schedule in the 1940 Mineral Development Act.

Administration of State Minerals

To facilitate the administration of State mineral interests we would recommend that the Department examine the possibility of integrating appropriate sections of the Department, the Geological Survey of Ireland and the Mining Board into a States Minerals Office, or similar.  Provision for same should be incorporated into the updating of the acts.

Model Clauses for State Mining Leases / Licences

We would recommend that model clauses for mineral leases / licences be developed in consultation with the industry and provision for same be incorporated into the updating of the acts.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues further with you and your colleagues in due course.

Yours sincerely,
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______________

Fergus Gallagher ASCS, MRICS

Minerals Division Chair

The Society of Chartered Surveyors

