OUTLINE OF LIKELY MAIN FEATURES OF NEW LIMITED INSHORE SCHEME FOR IRISH FISHING BOATS

1.  Scope of the Scheme

This scheme is designed to facilitate the licensing and registration of small inshore fishing boats (that is, those under 12 metres in length and with capacity of not more than 20 Gross Registered Tonnes) which are currently not licensed or registered but which have traditionally fished in inshore waters.  The provision of replacement capacity is not a condition of the scheme. Applicants who meet the eligibility criteria and conditions of the scheme, which have yet to be finalised with the European Commission, will be issued with a sea-fishing boat licence.  The boat in question will be required to be entered on the Irish Fishing Boat Register.

2.  Objectives of the Scheme

The primary national objective of the scheme is to bring within the regulatory framework currently unlicensed and unregistered inshore fishermen who have traditionally owned a fishing boat and have a record of active fishing.  This is seen as the first critical step in enabling effective management and conservation measures to be put in place for inshore stocks around the coast.

Approval of the scheme by the European Commission is strictly on the basis that the scheme will not lead to increased fishing effort in the existing polyvalent segment of the Irish fleet now or in the future.  Boats licensed and registered under this initiative must, therefore, be ring-fenced.  The capacity of boats licensed and registered under the new scheme will not be eligible as replacement capacity.   This means that neither the boat’s capacity nor its licence may be traded on, transferred or otherwise used.  The licence would attach solely to the licensee, and be valid for a specified period; the question of renewal of the licence would have to have regard to, inter alia, national and / or EU fleet policy and sustainable management and conservation of resources.  In the context of the future granting of any new licence to replace a licence granted under the scheme, priority consideration would be given to immediate family members with an active history in inshore fishing.

3.  Eligibility Criteria for the Scheme

As a basic principle, only the following persons will be eligible to apply under the scheme:

(i) those whose boat is not currently licensed or registered and who have not had that or any other boat licensed or registered (other than in the Specific “Aquaculture” Fleet Segment, which fishes only for bivalve molluscs) since 1 January, 1990 (when the current Fishing Boat Register came into force); and/or

(ii) those who applied under the limited inshore scheme announced last year and have since purchased replacement capacity and have or have not had their boat licensed or registered (where such applicants are successful under the proposed new scheme the replacement capacity already purchased may be traded in the usual manner).

It should be clearly understood that those who have had a boat licensed or registered since 1 January, 1990 (other than those specifically catered for under (ii) above) are expressly excluded from the scope of the proposed new scheme.  This means that it is not open to those who currently have boats licensed or registered to sell on their boat’s capacity as replacement capacity and apply under the new inshore scheme.  Such applications will not be considered.  The approach being taken in this regard is vital to ensure compliance with the European Commission’s essential requirement that the scheme will not lead to any increase in fishing effort in the polyvalent segment.

4.  Indicative Conditions of the Scheme

On the basis of negotiations to date with the European Commission regarding the scheme it is likely that the following types of conditions will, in addition to the basic eligibility criteria above, have to be complied with:

(i)
The boat concerned must be less than 12 metres in overall length and be confirmed as being safe and seaworthy;

(ii)
The boat must only use static fishing gear;

(iii)
The capacity of the boat must not exceed 20 Gross Registered Tonnes (GRT);

(iv)
The applicant must have a track record in sea-fishing in the inshore sector in any two of the five years prior to 1 January, 2003 and be able to demonstrate a fishing record (by the applicant or immediate family) going back to 1990;

(v)
The applicant must not have been in full-time employment outside the fishing industry as at 1 January, 2003;

(vi)
The applicant must have been at least 18 years of age on 1 January, 2003; and

(vii)
The applicant must be the owner of the boat; and

(viii)
Where the boat being licensed is a replacement boat of recent purchase it must be of similar length and GRT as the previous boat owned by the applicant.

Appropriate documentation will be required to be provided to demonstrate compliance with the conditions of the scheme when finalised.  Requirements concerning compliance with the eligibility criteria / conditions by applicants who are individuals, partnerships or corporate bodies, particularly with regard to ownership of the boat in question or any previously licensed or registered boat, will be also clarified before the scheme is finalised.


5.  Consultation

It is proposed to consult with representatives from the inshore fishing sector concerning the operation of the proposed new scheme before it is put in place.  While the basic principles of the scheme are essentially dictated by the European Commission, aspects of its implementation are open to discussion with the industry.
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