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I welcome the report and Advantica’s critical insights into the onshore section of the Corrib Gas Pipeline.  I believe the report is well written and it goes a major way to alleviating my concerns and worries with regard to the pipeline. I am pleased that Advantica made the many recommendations that they did in its report and I sincerely hope that each one in its entirety will be further recommended to the Technical Advisory Group which in turn will pass on these recommendations to the Minister. 

1. I support Advantica’s first recommendation on establishing a risk-based framework for decisions on proposed and existing major hazard pipelines and related infrastructure. As a result I call on the Technical Advisory Group to make a recommendation to the Government to establish a risk-based framework for decisions on proposed and existing major hazard pipelines and related infrastructure. Projects of this kind will probably increase in the future in this country. Such a single framework for all elements of such large projects would be a welcome policy which would prevent a lot of the difficulties and hurt which is being currently experienced in the Erris community as a result of the Corrib Development. 

2. I further call on the Technical Advisory Group to recommend to the Minister to call on or demand of Shell and other involved developers to carry out more hand-on and local information sessions for the key villages from Glengad to Ballinaboy (where the upshore pipeline is being proposed). It would be very helpful for example for the Developer to give everyone in the villages a physical sample of the pipe as well as a piece of a typical Bórd Gas pipeline for comparison purposes.

3. I welcome the recommendation by Advantica to limit pressure on the pipeline to 144 bar in order to reduce risk.  More information should be provided to all residents about what the maximum 144 bar pressure really means. The Developer should also provide as detailed a timetable as possible to all local residents of what changes it expects in the pressure of the pipeline over the lifetime of the field. I believe that at the beginning the pressure will be highest and as the field is depleted the pressure will fall as the pressure in the wells will decline naturally as gas is extracted. Shell and its partners should give an indication as much as it can as to how long it expects to pressure to be going through the pipeline from Glengad through Rossport at 144 bar and when it will begin to reduce.

4. I strongly welcome Advantica’s call for a formal integrity management plan to be established prior to construction. This should have been done earlier and it may well have alleviated many of the problems which have taken place. It is certainly not too late to do this and an independent audit and inspection regime for construction and operation of the pipeline is particularly welcome. This I believe should be a government or state owned agency. It could also be a number of agencies together. My recommendation would be that Bórd Gais takes on this role. It is a state agency with much experience in pipe construction, pipe laying and also has a good record with regard to safety Furthermore an agency such as the EPA could also cooperate with Bórd Gais and with both making regular inspections of construction and operation of the pipeline. All inspections would then be published. The Developer need not be involved in these inspections to maintain independence and the integrity of the state agencies. I strongly believe that with more involvement of Bórd Gais in the area would help greatly in raising confidence levels among residents about the pipeline. Bórd Gais are at this time heavily involved in the construction of the pipeline from Galway to Ballinaboy. I am confident a useful role for them in terms of monitoring or inspections could be found. 

5. I call on the Environmental Monitoring Group, a monitoring group currently in existence (with members of the Developer, Mayo Co. Council, PAD of the Dept of the Marine, Community Representatives, and other state agencies) to have its terms of reference widened. The Committee should take on more than the role of environmental monitoring it currently has but also have a say for example on the physical construction element, concerns of local residents on things other than environmental issues, road traffic management and all other things associated with this part of the project.  

6. I support Advantica in their recommendation that AGEC’s recommendations on ground stability and proposed construction methods be implemented in full. A copy of AGEC’s recommendations should be sent to all residents along the pipeline route for their information.

7. I note with interest that Advantica has commented in its report about the possibility of additional fields being proposed to be tied in to the pipeline at any future date (‘in the event that additional fields….). This concerns me greatly. My understanding has been that what was looked at here in this report was the integrity of the pipeline over the lifetime of the current project from one field. I would ask for clarification from the developers that there are currently no plans involved to tie in other fields. If there are these plans must be made available to the public. Any such plans will have further consequences for the area in terms of investment needed in the Parish of Kilcommon, further burden on our road network, etc.  

8. Despite the fact that Advantica has arrived at the conclusion that the pipeline will be constructed to an appropriate standard and will be ‘fit for purpose’ I call on the Technical Advisory Group to make a recommendation to the Minister to lay the pipeline away from land in Glengad and Rossport and bring it up Sruthfadaconn Bay. It would move it even further away from all houses near the current proposed route and increase the safety aspect even further. It would also allow housing development to take place unhindered in Rossport. 

9. I call on the TAG to make a recommendation to the Minister to call on or even demand of the Developers to make a substantial contribution to the Corrib Gas Fund (one of the planning conditions for the Development) besides what is currently in place. A Kilcommon Development Plan should be devised by key stakeholders in the development, including Shell and its partners, Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, Department of Community, Gaeltacht and Rural Affairs, Mayo Co. Council, local community groups and other stakeholders. A fund of EUR 20 million should be set up in 2006 for the parish to be invested in local roads, community centres, sustainable enterprise (innovation) parks for small industry, sport facilities and much more.
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