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The Petroleum Affairs Division (PAD) of the Departments of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources has the following comments on the Advantica draft report on the Corrib pipeline:

1. PAD supports all of the recommendations made by Advantica. Many of the issues raised had previously been identified by PAD and would have been reflected in conditions attached to any recommendations to the Minister for Consent to Install and Commisssion the onshore section of the Corrib pipeline.

2. Section 4.3.2 includes the statement: “A formal safety analysis should have been produced to justify not using thicker walled pipe at the road crossings to reduce the design factor. This issue has been considered in previous safety reviews and a design factor of 72% was accepted, but the supporting safety analysis has not been reported.”

Following advice from an independent pipeline expert, in a letter dated 18 June 2002, PAD asked Enterprise Oil to update the Onshore Pipeline QRA to include justification for using a design factor of 0.72 at road crossings; a revised QRA was subsequently issued (Rev. E, dated 4 July 2002) which included the required justification in Sections 7.2 and 7.3.

3. It is stated in Section 4.8.4 that: “Advantica understands that the current regulatory regime would not consider the operational and maintenance system until the pipeline is ready to be gassed up.”

This is not quite true; in other pipeline projects, all aspects of installation, operation and maintenance were considered by PAD prior to Consent to Install and Commission was given. However, because of the complexity of the Corrib project, it was agreed in 2002 between PAD and Enterprise Oil that consent should be considered in 7 phases, the final phase being commissioning. PAD has consistently stated that operational and maintenance issues would be considered as part of the approval process for Phase 7 (Commissioning). Therefore, proposals on the operational and maintenance systems would be fully considered before any commissioning work was started which, under the most recent project schedule, would be 8 months or more before the start of gas production. Regulations also require a further approval of “First Gas” to ensure that all work has been undertaken to a satisfactory standard and appropriate safety systems are in place before gas production can begin.

4. Please note that since early 2005 PAD assisted by consultants has been carrying out a full review of its consents processes for all upstream petroleum activities.
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