REQUEST FOR ACCESS TO RECORDS UNDER THE
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, 1997

FOI UNsT
Please address this request to relevant FOI Contact , CAVAN
Please use BLOCK letters 12 M AY 2009
Details of Applicant WMTMgm OF COM MUNiCATIONs
Surname: (Qf\/ ‘Q/VL{’/’\ i D) FRoUS %MHAINN?EAF};}L'}?EAEﬁ

First Name: S}th
Postal Address: __ g Gengf |, Longdler Wdl
Lildove  Sveeot \Bublin .

Telephone Number(s) OFFICIAL USEONLY ‘

Home : p Date FOI request Rﬁcewed

Business: 6 lg >> 7 5 3 _Identlty Verified: .
Mobile: ( ‘ﬂ% eiﬁ’l{t{gl{) __Consent Confi rmed |

Personal Information

My preferred form of access is:  (please tick as appropriate)

4

to receive copies of the record by post
other — please specify

Details of Request

In accordance with Section 7 of the Freedom of Information Act, I request access to
records which are: (please tick as appropriate)

Personal
Non-personal \/

In the space provided below, please describe the records as fully as you can. If you
are requesting Personal Information, please state precisely, in whose name those




records are held. You will not normally be given access to personal
information of another person uniess you have obtained the written
consent of that person.

I request the following records:

The Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Government and
Renault — Nissan on electric cars.

Minutes of meetings, agendas, briefing documents and memos prepared for
the inter-departmental agency Taskforce group on electric cars chaired by
the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources.

-

Piease sign here: g\ﬂw\n M T pate: U/65/09
o [0,




12/05/2009

Simon Coveney
Leinster House,
Kildare St.,
Dublin,

Ireland

FOI Request Reference: FOL/2009/16

Dear Mr Coveney,

1 refer to your FOI request under Section 7 of the Freedom of Information Acts, 1997 and 2003, received in
this office on 12/05/2009 requesting minutes of meetings, agendas, briefing documents and memos prepared
for the inter-departmental agency Taskforce group on electric cars chaired by DCENR. The application was
received along with the associated fee,

The officer handling your request will be Ms Geraldine Luddy, Renewable & Sustainable Energy Division,
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, 29-31 Adelaide Road, Dublin 2. Geraldine
can be contacted on 01 6783215

You can expect to receive your decision by the 09/06/2009.

If you have not received a decision by that time, you are automatically entitled to appeal to the Department
for a review of the matter. This review proceeds on the legal basis that the initial request is considered to be
refused once the specified time for responding to it has expired. A request for a review should be addressed
to the undersigned at the address shown.

Please note the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources has a policy of posting a

summary of non-personal requests and decisions on the Departments website for reference purposes.

Yours sincerely,

Carmel Cosgrove

FOI Unit

Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
Elm House,

Earlsvale Rd

Cavan

Phone: 01 6782902



A Hoinn Qusmarsside, Lepartment of Sommuninations,
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Our Ref: FOI1/2009/16
8th June 2009

Mr Simon Coveney TD
Leinster House

Kildare Street

Dublin 2

Dear Mr Coveney

I refer to the request which you made under the F reedom of Information Acts 1997 -
2003 for a copy of The Memorandum of Understanding signed between the
Government and Renault-Nissan on electric cars, in addition to copies of various
documents relating to the Inter-departmental Agency Taskforce on Electric Vehicles
which is chaired by this Department.

I have made a final decision to refuse your request of 11 May 2009. This decision is
made ynder Section 20(1), Section 26(1)(a)and (b) and Section 27(1)(a), (b) and (c)
of the FOI Acts on the basis that the records you request form part of the deliberative
process in relation to the report being prepared by the Taskforce on the options and
timeframe for creating the necessary infrastructure for the national roll-out of electric
vehicles in Ireland. The information you requested has been given to the Department
in confidence and is deemed to be commercially sensitive. The purpose of this letter
is to clarify that decision. This clarification has the following parts:

L. aschedule of the records covered by your request;
an explanation of the relevant findings concerning the records to which access
is denied, and _

3. a statement of how you can appeal this decision should you wish to do so.

This letter addresses each of these three parts in turmn.
1. Schedule of records
A schedule of the relevant records is attached to this letter. It shows the docurments

that this Department considers relevant to your request. [t describes the documents
and refers to the section of the FOI Act which applies to prevent release.

2831 Adslaids Road, Dublin 2 Telephone:+ 353 1 8782000 Email: @ www deenr.gov.ie
2931 Béther Adelaide Lo Call 1830 44 83 0O
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The schedule also provides brief reasons for the decision which are meant to
supplement the fuller and more detailed explanation given under heading 2 below.

2. Findings, particulars and reasons for decisions to deny access

The sections of the Act which can apply to deny access to documents are known as its
exemption provisions. The inter-departmental Taskforce is at the deliberative stage in
relation to how best to progress the framework for deployment of electric vehicles in
Ireland. In view of this it is considered that in accordance with Section 20(1) of the
FOI Act as all of the documentation relates to the deliberative process it should not be
released as it contains opinions, advice and recommendations on the Electric Vehicle
deployment issue. In addition to this all of the information relating to the Taskforce
was given to the Department in confidence and on the basis that it would not be
released to third parties and contains commercially sensitive information and
therefore Sections 26(1)(a) and (b) and Section 27(1)(a), {b) and (c) also apply.

3. Rights of appeal

The Freedom of Information Act provides the right to appeal a decision taken under
the Act within 4 weeks of the initial decision. Should you wish to make such an
appeal, you can do so by writing to Mr Frank O’Brien, Freedom of Information Unit,
Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, Elm House,
Earlsvale Rd, Cavan. Please note that there is a charge for all appeals of FOI requests
which is currently €75 or €25 for medical card holders. The appeal will involve a
complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of staff of this
Department.

Yours sincerely

Geraldine Ludd
Sustainable and Renewable Energy Division
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