Rosemarie Gorman
Exploration and Mining Division
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources
Beggar's Bush
Haddington Road
Dublin 4
 
19th August '05
 
Reference: Request from Minister for Communications, Marine & Natural Resources for Submission on Updating and Restating the Minerals Development Acts 1940 to 1999, as advertised in the Irish Times of July 8th, 2005 

 
 
A chara
 
With reference to the above I wish to make the following submissions:
 
 
        Benefit to State 

 
Currently companies are paying little or no royalties and are permitted to retain virtually all of the profits from our natural resources, with nothing going to enhance, for example, public services such as hospitals and schools.
 
      I submit that any mining licences granted to companies to mine or develop mines should have terms set that would substantially benefit this State. 
 
 
 
        Waste of our Natural Resources

 
Our natural resources offer a finite supply and should not be squandered in this way.
 
      A study should be commissioned to evaluate how previous ministers wittingly wasted and mis-managed our natural resources.
 
      A clause should be inserted into legislation prohibiting wayward ministers from such wanton waste and requiring adequate payments to the State from our gas and oil reserves.
 
 
        Licences granted to date

 
      We should legislate for a full review of any/all licences granted to date, providing for alterations to the terms and conditions applying therein.
 
 
 
        Applicants trading record / credibility 

 
There is some evidence of fast-buck merchants showing ever-greater interest in securing access to our natural resources for purely selfish, exploitative purposes
 
      I submit that applicants for either mining or prospecting licences should be required to demonstrate their trading record or the credibility of directors involved. 
 
 
 
        Objection process in applications for prospecting licences

 
Currently, when persons lodge objections to a prospecting licence application, a summary of any/all objections is forwarded to the applicant. The applicant has an indefinite period in which to respond to the objections and the objectors have no access to information, additional or otherwise, submitted by the applicant before the Minister decides whether or not to grant a prospecting licence.
 
      I submit there should be a fixed period within which the applicant must respond to objections with additional information. Copies of any such information should be copied to any objectors so as to afford them an opportunity to respond.
      This would be fair if, after all, the applicant has access to the objections.
 
 
 
 
 
In conclusion, I welcome the review of this legislation and look forward to debating any amendments you may bring before the Dail.
 
 
Is mise,
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