ERRIS INSHORE FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION

CHAIRPERSON – EAMONN Ó DUIBHIR, CORCLOUGH WEST, BELMULLET CO. MAYO TEL 097 81182
SECRETARY – EAMON DIXON CARNE NASH, BELMULLET CO. .MAY. TEL 097 81572

Re:  Corrib Natural Gas Field Project
Advantica Report

The Erris Inshore Fisherman’s Association (E.I.F.A.) has never had nor does it have now any problem with the Corrib Natural Gas being brought ashore in Erris as long as it is done safely and in an environmentally friendly way.  
That is still our position going forward.  

We do have concerns that are of paramount importance to the livelihood and way of life of 50 fishermen and their families.  Our concerns have never been addressed by any Government agency or legislative authority.
We attended the “Two Day Public Hearing” in September with Advantica, the Government advisory group our Department of Marine and Natural Resources representatives.  It was of little benefit to anyone.  We did ask to have its terms of reference broadened to accommodate our case but to no avail.  We did, however learn from your department’s Representative, to our horror, that our earlier submission’s, while they may not be lost, are not now available.  If it is necessary we can let you have copies of same and other correspondence with your department.
While we are not directly affected by the inherent dangers of the onshore high pressure pipeline, as residents of Erris we have concerns about its potential dangers and also that of the refinery at Bellinaboy.  Our primary concern, however, is the damage to Broadhaven Bay and its surrounding waters.and the effect it can have on our livelihood, way of life and our potential to diversify.
We attended the launch of the draft report from Advantica in Belmullet on December 8th.  We found it to be well contained within its given brief and narrow accordingly.  It did not allay our fears or reassure us in any way.  On the contrary it confirmed our suspicion that Shell E & P Ireland Ltd; (S.E. P.I. L.) cannot or will not implement the project in an open and transparent way.  It showed flaws in S.E.P.I.L.’s planning and in its proposed working of the project which if unopposed by the people of Erris and the jailing of the Rossport 5, would now be implemented to the detriment of our area, its people and its environment.
The report (draft) also confirmed us in our view that official Ireland has failed its people.   It failed to realise the havoc that a Multi National Corporation, with a doubtful international reputation, could wreck on our people if not checked.  It highlighted for us our Governments inability or unwillingness to identify and correct the flaws, errors and inadequacies in SEPIL’s planning and proposals to land “Clean Natural Gas” on our shores; or indeed to listen to the concerns of the people of Erris.  Had the people not persisted I shudder to think what the consequence would be.  
As fishermen our problem is with the outfall pipe, its location and its content’s potential to pollute Broadhaven Bay and its environs where we earn our living.  The pollution effect of the discharges is not in question anymore.  Everyone, including Shell, admit that there will be pollution to one degree or another.  S.E.P.I.L. contends that they will be no higher than Environment Quality Standards (E.Q. S.) set by The Environment Protection Agency (E.P.A.) and will be rendered harmless by dispersion in open seas.
Note:  E. Q. S. can be achieved by dilution in fresh water.

Dispersion will not take place just outside the S.A.C.
The Marine Licence Vetting Committee (M.L.V.C.) in its report states “This treated effluent will still retain a number of toxic heavy metals and other compounds including mercury cadmium and chromium that have the capacity to accumulate in sediment and biota with potential negative consequences for marine organisms and public health”
They also said in the same report:

“Tidal currents will determine the direction of a waste water plume and thus should be considered as a significant factor in selecting the location of a discharge pipe”.
The M.L.V.C did consider the tidal currents and came to the conclusion that the discharge point should be “no nearer than 12KM from landfall”.  They did a good job with the material available to them but they did not get it completely right as they may have been aware of when they recommended that the discharge point should be 

NO NEARER THAN 12K.M FROM LANDFALL
A recent tragic event has proven local knowledge to be correct and any doubt the M.L.V.C. may have had to be well founded.  Broadhaven Bay, its tides and currents are unusual in as much as the Bay does not wash out.  Its eddy currents ensure that whatever is deposited in the Bay largely stays there.  Many years of discharging a cocktail of pollutants that are the by-product of natural gas refinement even at E.Q.S, will render the Bay irreparably damaging to marine life and to us that exploit them.
There are some other reports that should be considered before contemplating any kind of a discharge anywhere near Broadhaven Bay.

I. Mayo County Council’s report on a discharge location for Belmullet sewage treatment plan.  Broadhaven Bay was rejected in favour of Blacksod Bay.  Because of its closed nature.

II.  Centre for Coastal Research report commissioners by E.E. I. on the currents and tides of Broadhaven Bay.  Two local boats took part.   It was a practical exercise in which a substance was discharged and traced electronically over a full range of tides.  The result was that the substance never left the Bay.

III. The cetacean report complied by Oliver Kielvy of N.U.I. Cork for Enterprise Energy Ireland (E.E.I.) the then promoters of The Corrib Gas Project.  It established that Broadhaven Bay is a habitat and not a visiting location for many cetacean species.
IV. The report compiled by Shane O’Boyle, Glen Nolan and Robin Raine for the Martin Ryan Institute, N.U.I. Galway on the variability in the Irish coastal currents along the west coast of Ireland.

V. Local knowledge of local fishermen who spend their lives at sea and know of the variables of the local scene.

From the outset, we of the E.I.F.A. have made our concerns clear.  They are well documented in our submission to the various government agencies, to Enterprise Energy Ireland to Shell E&P (Irl) Ltd.  We took a reasonable stance from the beginning.  In an effort to be helpful and to reach consensus we compromised and compromised to a point of capitulation. Unfortunately our efforts were not reciprocated by, initially E.E.I. and subsequently by S.E.P.I.L., Andy Pile, Managing Director of SEPIL, told us that they would move the discharge location of the outfall pipe only on order from the Legislative Authority of our country.
They would not move it because it was the right thing to do or because it had the potential to ruin Broadhaven Bay as a fishing water and with it the livelihood of 50 fishermen and their families – only on the orders of the legislative authority of our country.  In the face of such intransigence and in view of recent events we are now calling for the waste from the refinery at Bellinaboy, if that is the preferred option, to be brought back to source and re injected into the well.  

This is technologically feasible.  
In view of the incoming laws on dumping at sea it is a reasonable and practical solution to a worsening marine pollution problem.

It is now evident that Shell will do what is most advantageous for Shell regardless of the consequences.  That is what multinational corporations do.  They see the consequences as being the concerns of the legislative authorities.  It is for them to impose the conditions that will safeguard the environment, the citizen’s health and the benefits to the country.  It is now past time for you; Minister and our Government to face up to your responsibilities, take charge of this project and have it implemented for the common good.
In conclusion, the preferred option of the E.I.F.A. is the refining of Corrib Natural Gas on a shallow water platform somewhere about the midway point between source and landfall where the workers will face no more dangers than we do in our daily lives.  It will eliminate the need for high pressure onshore pipeline, render the emissions and their fallout relatively harmless and cut by half the distance of the outfall pipe to source for eventual rejection into the well.  Additionally if serviced from Erris it will compensate people of the area in some small way for the interruption to their equilibrium.
Thus ends the submission of the Erris Inshore Fishermen Association.
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