From: Roisin Goodman [rgoodman@csa.ie]
Sent: 23 September 2005 15:56
To: Rosemarie Gorman
Cc: a.allen@ucc.ie; conodate@mac.com
Subject: GAI submission


Dear Rosemarie 

In reply to your email of July 20th last I would like to make a short submission on behalf of the Secretariat of the Geothermal Association of Ireland (GAI).  
Through our experience in working in the geothermal energy area in the last number of years it is becoming apparent to us that the use of geothermal heat needs to be regulated as with all other earth resources.  It would be appropriate to consider reviewing this in the current update of the Minerals Development Act which is often where it is regulated in many other jurisdictions in Europe and beyond.  Examples of regulation of geothermal internationally indicates that geothermal resources below 100m depth need to be subject to a regulated licensing system that would allow maximum benefit of the resources to as many users as possible.  The systems of regulation in place internationally are varied though in some cases only newly introduced and untested.
Further comment and information can be supplied later if necessary. 
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Roisin Goodman 
GAI Secretariat 
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