

















































































































































































































An alternative CION proposal to limit fishing effort was tinalised at co-ordination ana agreed, subject to
certain amendments with Japan, the US and Canada, in time for submission to the last session of Panel 2.
Treland had sought an amendment to the proposal to provide for the exemption for the purposes of the
capacity limit of vessels participating in fishing trials in the period leading up to the driftnet prohibition
aa 1 January, 2002 This was resisted at co-ordination by MSs and CION who considered the question
Af tre trearment of such triais to be an internal EC matter In the cirecumstances Ireland sought an #
igreement in principle at co-ordination that jessels participating in these trials would be exempred tor the
aurposes of the internal EC Regulation which would implement the [CCAT Recommendation lreland
ointed i this regard to Council's agreement, as part o1 the social flanking measuress, to assist those MSs
affectzd by the driftnet profubition In gear conversian, etc., and to the fact that the trials programme is
partly EU-funded While \iSs and CTON had sympathy for [reland’s position it was considered that the
co-ordination group eould not take a position which would prejudice the decision of Council Spain,
supportad by Portugal, although not opposing the principle that certain triafs should not be excluded,
vere concerned that Treland would have a large number of pelagic trawlers operating in the trial period,
thus increasing catches and depressing the market. [t was finally agreed in co-ordination that the -
question of an exemption would be considered as an internal EC matter which would be referred to the -

appropriate internal fora.

The recommendation adopted by [CCAT in relation to Northern Albacore (see Annex II provides for the
iimitation, with effect from 1999 onwards, of the number of vessels fishing this stock to the average
number in the period 1993-1995. This is the optimal 3-year average insofar as Ireland is concerned in the
period 1990-1997. The recommendation also provides that those Contracting and Non-contracting
Parties whose average catches are less than 200 MT should limit their annual catches to that level.

Fastern Bluetivi

s stock was assessed by the SCRS in 1998 The assessment indicated that there has been a significant
decline since 1993 in the number and biomass of spawning stock and that this has corresponded with an
increase in fishing mortatity rates The SCRS expressed concern about the status of this stock in the light
of this assessment and the high historically high catches (in excess of 40,000 MT per annum) taken in
1996 and 1997 SCRS projections indicate that future catch levels of 33,000 MT or more are not
sustainable and that catches of 25,000 MT or less per annum would halt the decline in biomass In the
circumstances. the SCRS recommended that a 35% reduction in catches from the 1993 or 1994 levels (to

about 23.000 MT) wouid be necessary to prevent further decline of the stock

This was by far the most contentious and difficult issue, both at EC co-ordination and within ICCAT
proceedings. Many Contracting Partics, including the EC, had significant catch aoverages in 1995, 1996
and 1997 based on the 1996 [CCAT recommendalion to effect 35% reductions based on the 1993/199<
catch levels and it was clear thar these would be imposed as penalties to be applied against the

1999/2000 quotas In addition. some Contracting Parties had revised their catch statistics tor the peried
1993-1996 and much debate took place as to how these would be treated both for compliance with
existing catch Hmits and for the purposes of future quota allocations The US and Canada sought the full
implementation ot the SCRS recommendation given the stringent TACs adopted for the Western Arlantic
Bluefin stock and the SCRS advice that the condition of the east stack could adversely affect recovery n
the west stock because of mixing betwethe two stocks




The recommendation adopted by [CCAT at the last hour provided for a TAC of 32.000 MT in 1999 and
20,500 MT in 2000 based, except in the case of Croatia, on the un-revised catch statistics for the years
1993 or 1994

Nowth dilunric Swordfisi

The SCRS had not conducted an assessment of this stock since 1595 A full assessment wil ake place in
199G The 1997 reported catch was 18,510 MT The North Atlantic resource has continued to decline
despite reductions in total reported landings from peak fandings in 1987 Recent landings have reduced
surplus production and the estimate of MSY s 13,000 The SCRS noted that increases in catches of
small tish in the longline fishery could retlect increases in recruitment

The SCRS concluded that in order to allow for an Increase in stock biomass for the North Atlantic
Swordtish resource the level of harvest needs to be inmediately reduced Despite this recommendation
no additional measures or revisions of the existing TACs, which apply up to and including 1996 were
propased tor adoption However, [CCAT did adopt a resolution for the development of recovery
scenarios for the North and South Atlantic Swordtish stocks If the 1999 assessment indicates that the
biomass is below levels that will produce MSY the SCRS will be required, at its 1999 meeting, to
develop rebuilding options including a series of TACs.

3. Other Measures adopted by ICCAT
See Annex III for a list of other relevant recommendations and resolutions adopted at the 1998 meeting

A Resolution was adopted requesting Parties which import frozen tunas and tna-like fish products to
cotlect as much import or landing data as possible and to submit thus data to I[CCAT each year 1t1s
hoped in this manner to address the problem of unreperted and unregulated catches of tunas by large

scale longline vessels

A Recommendation was adopted to provide for the prohibition of landings and transhipments from
vessels of non-contracting parties idenrified as having committed a serious infringement of ICCAT
conservation measures

A Recommendation was adopted to increase the Bluefin Tuna minimum catch size in the East Atlantc
and Mediterranean from less than 1 8 kg to less than 3 2 kg

6. 1999 Budget and Members Contributions.

The 1999 budget was agreed at 198 700 million pis (IR£963,000) The EC conrribution. which 13 paid
trom the European Commission General Services budget, will be 77 832 million pts (IR£378,800)

Brendan Hogan cc Secretary
EU/International Section Assistant Secretary Yyhite
Sea Fisheries Policy and Dr. Beamish
Development Division ¥r Ryan
Ms Kelly

26 November, 1998 Mr Grace
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ANNEX |

AGENDA FOR 11TH SPECIAL MEETING OF ICCAT

Procedurat [tems

Report of the Meeting of the Standing Committes on Research and Staustcs
(SCRY)

Status of the ratification/acceprance of the Protocol of amendment to the
Convenhion

ICCAT responsibilities in relation to international fishenes agreements -

- UN Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.
- FAQ Cede of Conduct for Responsible Fishing;

- Precautionary Approach:

- Relations with other fora

Report of the Meeting of the Permanent Working Group tor the Improvement of
[CCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG) and consideration of any
proposed amendments therein

Report of the Meeting of the Compliance Committes and consideration of any
proposed amendments therein

Reports of the Meetings of Panels | to 4 and consideration of possible regulatory
measures proposed

Report of the Meeting of the Standing Commitree on Finance and Administration
{STACFAD)-adoption of budget and contributions for 1999,

Other matters, etc
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ANNEXN I

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT CONCERNING THE LIMITATION OF
FISHING CAPACITY ON NORTHERN AL BACORE

RECOGNISING that the stock of northern albacore is considered oy SCRS to be ¢lose
t0 il exploltation,

RECALLING that SCRS has recommernded over the last vears that fishing womality on
this stock should not be increased with regard 1o the current level:

CONSIDERING that, in order to preven: a further increase in fishing morality it is
necessary to limir the fishing capacity at the level of recent years,

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF
ATLANTIC TUNAS {(ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1 Conrracting Parties, non- contracung parties, entities or fishing entities tishing
northern albacore shall limit the fishing capacity of their vessels, exclusive of
recreational vessels, for this stock from 1999 onwards, through a limitation of the
number of vessels to the average number in the period 1993-1995

2 In order to control compliance with this recommendaztion, Contracting Parties,
non-contracting parties, entities or fishing entities shall submi. by 1 June, 1999 a
list of the vessels, exclusive of recreational vessels, participating in a directed
fishery tor northern albacore in the years referred to in paragraph | and, by 1 June
and every year thereafter, the list of vessels which will participate in a directed
fishery for this stock

The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 will not apply to Contracting , non-
CODLIACINg parties, entities or tishing entities wnose average caicnes are less tiau
200 MT

)

Contracting , non-contracting parties, entities and fishing entities referred to in
parag-aph 3 above shall limit their annual catches to 200 MT

: Contracting | non-contracting parties, entities or fishing entities which have
already met or will meet by the end of 1959 the requirements of paragragh | are
not subject to the requirements of paragraphs 5 and 4 and are subject to the
reporting requirements of paragraph 2

& J"lpan will endeavour to limit its total catches of northern albacore to no more than
% by weight of its total longline bigeye tuna catch in the Atlantic Ocean

7 The Commission requests SCRS to carry out an evalvation of the fishing capacity
of the different tleers/gears that participate in this fishery with a view to
establishing fishing effort correspondence




ANNEX ITY

Relevant Recommendations and Resolutions adopted at the 11th Special Meetine.

N

[ a]

1998

Recommendation concerning the Limitation of Fishing Capacity for Nocthern
Albacore

Recommendation on the Limitation of Catches of Bluetin Tuna in the Eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean

Recemmendatien increasing the minimum size for Bluetin Catches in the Eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean

Recommendation on the Revision and Sharing of the Southern Albacore Carch
Limit

Recommendation on Validation of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document by the
European Community

Resolution establishing a Working Group on quota aliocation criteria.

Resolution for the Development of Recovery Scenarios for North and South
Atlantic Swordfish.

Recommendation on Application of Compliance Recommendations (imposes
additional reporting requirements),

Recommendarion concerning the Ban on Landings and Transhipments of Vessels
from Non Contracting Parties identified as having committed a serious
infringement

Supplemental Recommendation regarding Compliance in the Bluefin Tuna and
Atlantic Swordfish Fisheries




ANDMEX TV

NORTHERN ALBACORE CATCH 1990-1997
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Permanent Representation of Ireland
to the European Union

BRUSSELS
BORDEREAU
Date 30/4/1999
To David Barry
From Kieran Grace
Copied to Secretary’s Office, S White, C Beamish, ] Ryan, J Kelly, B
- Hogan M O’Dwyer D/Marine
LLAN Pathname I:\Fish\reports\ms300499.wpd
Re. Informal meeting in DG XIV re ICCAT, 30 April 1999

Due to a failure of the internal administration within DG XIV, invitations to both IRL/UK
were not sent and my attendance was only on foot of a “cri de coeur” from DG XIV during
the morning. The main aim of the meeting was to co-ordinate for the meeting of ICCAT in
Spain in May 1999: however CION had taken the opportunity of covering other issues of
more direct interest to IRL

1. Transposition of outstanding ICCAT recommendations into EU law.

CION stated that MS were obliged to act in accordance with the recommendations of ICCAT
even without the relevant EU transposition. CION circulated a document (sent to Dublin) of
outstanding recommendations. Of most interest to IRL was thé recommendation from 1998
relating to albacore tuna: the relevant recommendation foresees a ceiling on the fishing activity
as well as a listing of vessels due to take part in the fishery in 1999 A deadline of 1 June 1999
for such a list is expected from Contracting Parties. CION expressed a preference for MS to
send their lists to CION by 15 May and that CION would send an EU list to ICCAT by the
deadline. CION also acknowledged that some standardisation of data would be needed and
was considering drawing-up a letter setting out its views. In order to allow MS consider the
situation, CION suggested that this be agreed at the next External Fisheries W/G on
12/5/1999. CION will also consider drawing-up a set of “guidelines” to help MS understand
their responsibilities in the absence of EU law: in effect, an administrative arrangement in the
interim period. In Tesponse,to_a guery from IRL, CION stated- that-the issue of anf
erperu:aen*al fishing derogation had been accepted by all MS at EU: ‘CO- ardm&lmn at'the"last
A&T‘ﬂd that it proposed to deal with this in“the relevant draft Couricil measure as required §
atgle_lger stage. 4




2. Procedures at [CCAT AGM

CION, with MS support, proposes making suggestions to improve the smooth running of the
AGM.

3. Meeting re allocation of quotas ameng Contracting Parties

The meeting held a brief discussion on the relevant issues and will revert at co-ordination sur
place. Some debate might take place at the External W/G on 12/5/1999

END
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— P.O. Box No.12 Tel +353 1 284 1544
Crofton Road Fax +353 1 284 1123
Dun Laoghaire http:/fwww. bim.ie Irish Sea Fisheries Board

Co. Dublin, Irefand

Brendan Hogan
DOM&NR
Leeson Lane
Dublin 2.

Monday, 15 November 1999

Dear Brendan,

The two year albacore tuna project partially funded by the EU (Project No. 98/10) is coming
to a conclusion. BIM and the Marine Institute are planning to hold a workshop for the
fishermen involved in the trials and other relevant parties including netmakers and processors
At this meeting the results of the trials wall be discussed and a techmical, biological and
economic assessment given. Provision has been made at the end of the workshop to allow all
of the participants the opportunity to discuss the trials at an open forum.

This meeting has been scheduled for Friday 26® November in the Westlodge Hotel in Baniry,
commencing at 10:00 a.m. An agenda for the workshop is attached.

We would cordially like to invite you to this workshop. A light lunch will be provided and to
allow us to gauge numbers please let us know by phone or fax (Tel: (01-2144235 Fax: 01-
2300564) as soon as possible, whether you are able to attend.

Yours sincerely,

££ur Molan

Fisheries Development Executive

Mational Fishery Training Centre, Greencastie, Co Donegal

Regional offices:




TUNA WORKSHOP — 26" NOVEMBER

WESTLODGE HOTEL — BANTRY 10:00 A.M.

WORKSHOP PROGRAMME

{. Opening Address (5 mins)
2. Tuna Diversification Programme (20 mins)
3. Fishermen’s Assessment (15 mins)
4. Biological Data (20 mins)
5. Remote Sensing Technology (20 mins)
6. Role of ICCAT (10 mins)
7. Marketing - Home Markets (10 mins)
- Overseas Markets (10 mins)
8. Fish Handling and Quality (10 mins)

9. Economic Assessment (10 mins)

**********************LUNCH BRE A K ok obe s 24 ade o s 2de o A e sk o sl sk s e s ok e e ke e ok R sk ok

10. Open Forum

[1. Concluding Remarks

* Timings are approximate
** Tea and Coffee will be served at 11:30 a.m




