Reared Fish Escapees - Incident Report Form





Note: This form is to be filled out immediately following any escape of reared salmonids from freshwater or marine installations.





Details of Company, Farm or Hatchery where escape occurred:�
�
Name:�
�
Address:�
�
Reported by:�
�
Telephone:                                         Fax:�
�



Initial Report Date:





Initial Number:





Age in months:





Average weight:





Time at sea


�



Final Report Date:





Final Number:





Age in months:





Average weight:





Time at sea:


�
�
Stock description (e.g. Mowi) and hatchery of origin:�
�



�
�
Date of escape                                              Time of escape:�
�
Exact location�
�
Weather conditions�
�
Cause of incident�
�
�
�
Amelioration of measures or action taken


�
�
�
�
�
�
List of people to contact immediately�
�
                                                                                            Please tick�
�
Dept. of the Marine and Natural Resources


Tel: (01) 6785444


Fax:(01)  6199499�
M. Mullen, Principal Officer,  Inland Fisheries-Aquaculture Policy�
�
�
Marine Institute


Tel: (098) 41107


Fax:(098) 41107�
Dr. Ken Whelan�
�
�
Regional Fisheries Boards�
The Manager�
�
�
Signature of person filling in form:___________________________


�
�
		








Notes on filling in the Reared Fish Escapees - Incident Report Form





The form is adequate to record the incidence of escape reared salmon or trout from freshwater (hatcheries, lake cages, ponds etc.) and marine holding facilities. It can also be used to report escapees which occur during transport or transfer between installations and losses of fish during harvesting and cage maintenance.





In instances where more than one group of fish is reported to have escaped from the same installation(e.g. escapes from several cages containing different age-classes of fish), a separate form should be filled in for each separate age class of fish, as these will obviously have spent differing amounts of time at sea and will be at different stages of development. They may also be of different stock and hatchery origins.  It is important for assessment purposes that these details are known and recorded separately. 





A copy of the form should be used by the Aquaculture section immediately upon receipt of a reported fish escape. The form can be used to establish the basic details of the incident and provide enough initial information to allow the scientific staff assess the biological implications of the escape.  Once the initial report is recorded, a follow up report should be sought after two to three weeks to confirm the initial report or to correct it. 





The form can be held on a computer file or hard copy file and will provide sufficient information to allow the assessment of these escapees in the long term as well as the immediate term. 





Section 1	Details of company, farm or hatchery where escape occurred.


This section provides details of the company operating the installation and the person reporting the incident.  A contact telephone and fax number should be provided.





Section 2	Initial Report


This section provides the immediate information on the number, age, weight of the escaped fish.  The length of time at sea and age of the fish will determine the likely behaviour of the fish and the possible mortality and survival rate which may be associated with the stock subsequent to the escape.   The information may not be precise until some follow up investigation has been carried out by the company responsible for the escape or other agencies but it is important to establish as much information as possible as soon as possible. 





Section 3	Final Report


This section provides an opportunity to update, confirm or correct the initial report and describe any attempts to reduce the impact of these escapes. This includes provision of special trap and netting licences to remove escapee fish from the wild and efforts made by the company to reduce future risks of escapes.





Section 4	Stock description and hatchery  of origin, date, time and location of escape. 


The strain of fish which have escaped and the hatchery of origin is important in determining what possible impact these escapees will have on  wild population in the vicinity. Details on the date and time of the escape provide information on the prevailing conditions at the time(tides, weather conditions) which are also important in determining the likely behaviour of escapee fish.





Section 5	Cause of incident


The cause of the incident must be reported in order to avoid similar occurrences in the future.  The DoMNR should seek written confirmation of the cause and review these incidents on a regular basis. 





Section 6	Amelioration measures or action taken


The first action usually taken is to report the incident. However, some measures may be made to repair damage and prevent further escapes immediately following the discovery of an escape. Other actions include informing the regional fisheries boards. Subsequent measures include the provision by the DoMNR of special licences to operate nets or traps in freshwater or the marine to remove as many escapee fish from sensitive locations as soon as possible following the incident. 





Section 7	List of people to contact immediately


The principals of Aquaculture and Inland Fisheries should be notified immediately. 


The Director of the Fisheries Research Centre and the Inspectors of Fisheries should be notified immediately in order to establish the likely impact (if any) of the escape of reared fish into the wild. 





Section 8	Signature of person filling in the form


To provide continuity and an established DoMNR contact, the name of the person taking the information should also be recorded. 








__________________________


Dr. Niall O’Maoileidigh


Asst. Inspector of Fisheries


Fisheries Research Centre


Abbotstown


13th February 1996.


